
Term 2 has got off to a great start and this term promises to be a wonderful time of consolidating on 

the great work completed in Term 1. A very warm welcome to all new students who have enrolled 

in Term 2. We welcome the students and their families to our St Mary’s College Community. 
 

Welcome to new staff joining our team in Term 2. Bernie Windle and Annie Coulton who are both 

teaching in Year 2, Rebekah Treacy who has been employed by the David Wirrpanda Foundation 

for the Deadly Sista Girlz Program and Sean Gregory who has commenced work with the Clontarf 

Academy. Welcome also to Student Teachers, Janna Lott (Year 2P) from Charles Sturt University, 

Gabrielle Ozegovic (Year 3N), Chelsea Warfield (Year 6L) Madeleine Schrauth (HASS) and Kaitlin 

Battel (Health/Physical Education) who are completing their studies at Notre Dame University.  
 

Very exciting news for Term 2 is that the new Primary Administration Building is completed and now 

in operation. It is a very modern and efficient building which has been a long time coming and I 

wish to thank everyone who worked so hard to make it happen. Special acknowledgement to 

Coby Rhatigan and Amy Hyett who have worked tirelessly with the Architects and Builders over the 

months, and to the staff who assisted them during the holidays to have the building ready to func-

tion on day one. Thank you also to the maintenance team who were very busy moving the furniture 

into the building. 
 

Further exciting news is we now have a brand-new bus which was delivered during the holidays. I 

thank the students and staff for their tolerance and patience while we were getting this organised. 

A big thank you  to our Parents and Friends Association for their financial support in making this pos-

sible, and to Amy Hyett, Business Manager for her work in sourcing the funds and organising the pur-

chase. 
 

I also draw your attention to the exciting new Canteen Menu that we have in place for Term 2. Well 

done to our hard-working canteen staff who provide an excellent service to our students and staff.  
 

Also, during the holidays, our Student Representative Council, the school choir and staff and stu-

dents represented St Mary’s College at the ANZAC Day Dawn Service. We were very proud of our 

students who were well prepared by their Teachers. Once more we received many compliments 

from the public on how well our students represented their school. As ANZAC Day occurred in the 

school holidays, the Primary Campus recognised 

ANZAC Day with a Liturgy in the Undercover area 

and the Secondary Campus also held a Com-

memoration ceremony at the University of Notre 

Dame. 
 

The participants on the Japanese exchange pro-

gram arrived back safely back home during the 

holidays. Thank you to Marie Little for her great  

organisation of the exchange and participation in 

the program. The students adjusted smoothly to a 

new country and travelled very well. I am sure the 

connections and links with our Sister Town were 

strengthened during our visit. We look forward to 

welcoming our Japanese visitors in August.  

                    St Mary’s College Newsletter 

Secondary Campus Administration 
3 Port Drive, Tel: (08) 9194 9500 Fax: (08) 
9192 1797  PO Box 100  Broome, WA 6735 
Email: admin@stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au    
Website: www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                  Michael Pepper 

Lord,  

We thank you as we remember all mothers, 

grandmothers, godmothers, aunties and all 

mother figures who have fulfilled maternal 

roles in our lives. May they be blessed with 

joy and fulfillment. 

11th May 2018 

May 

Year 12 Ball 11th 

Year 7 Retreat 14th 

Year 8 Retreat  15th 

NAPLAN   
15th-

17 

Rice House Mass  16th 

Year 10 Retreat 17th 

Year 9 Retreat 18th 

Secondary Cross Country 22nd 

Feast Day 23rd 

School Photos Secondary 24th, Primary 25th  

No 7. 
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On May 2 a Panel of Representatives from the CEWA Office visited the College. The panel met with mem-

bers of the College Board, the College Leadership team and Architects to discuss Stage 11 development 

as part of the overall Capital Development Plan. The Proposed Project – Stage 11 will include; 

•Pick Up and Drop Off Area Upgrade (Primary) 

•New GLA’s (Secondary) 

•New Dance Studio (Secondary) 

•Demolition of Follow the Dream Building 

•Electrical Upgrades (Primary and Secondary) 

•Covered Walkway (Secondary) 

•Staff Office Hub and Refurbishment of Food/Textiles (Secondary) 

•Additional parking and strengthening K-12 Campus appearance on Port Drive 
 

Students on both campuses have been actively training for the Cross-Country events. The Primary students 

held their House Carnival on Wednesday 9 May. Well done and Congratulations BARBIER Team on their 

win.  I must congratulate every student who participated; their efforts which contributed immensely to 

their teams were not unnoticed. Thank you to Mr Jacob and to all the staff who encouraged the children 

along the way.  It was also wonderful to see the support from parents and friends who certainly added to 

the excitement.  The Secondary students are looking forward to their Cross-Country event on Tuesday 22 

May.  
 

On Tuesday 8 May on the Secondary campus parents met with teachers. These interviews provide a great 

opportunity for parents to discuss your child’s learning and to share information about their progress, inter-

ests and needs. I acknowledge our teachers who are very committed to the development of their stu-

dents and their learning journeys; therefore, your involvement and engagement is appreciated. 
 

Next week, a team from the NET Ministries will be working with our students. The team of 12 young adults 

from NET Ministries are from various parts of the world and volunteer a year of their life to facilitate retreats 

for students from over 150 schools across Australia.  Students from Years 7-10 will attend retreats with the 

NET team at the University of Notre Dame. This is a great opportunity for our students to meet young peo-

ple who are positive and driven while spreading the Good News of Christ. 
 

Our College Feast day occurs on May 23, the Feast day of Our Lady Help of Christians who is also the pa-

troness of Australia and of our Kimberley Diocese. The entire school will celebrate this feast with  a Mass 

and students will enjoy fun activities in the afternoon. All parents and friends are invited to celebrate the 

Feast Day Mass with us on the Primary Campus at 8.15am. 
 

The Year 5 teachers are preparing their students to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist (First Holy Com-

munion). An information parent night/workshop will be held 5pm, Thursday 24 May. Parent involvement in 

sacramental preparation is crucial in shaping the values and attitudes of each child and the encourage-

ment and support will enable your child to benefit from the best preparation possible. There will be more 

information sent home from the Teachers.  
   

Tonight, Friday 11 May the senior students of our College will hold their annual school ball with the theme 

“Starry Night” at Cable Beach Club. It is an annual highlight of the school’s social calendar and is highly 

anticipated by students in the lead up. The event allows the senior students the opportunity to gather in a 

more formal environment in their final year of school. Much planning has gone into this event and in ad-

vance, I thank Rebecca Famlonga, Year 11& 12 Coordinator for her dedication to ensuring that this will be 

a night to remember for the students and to all the staff  and many Senior Students who supported  

Rebecca with their contributions to planning. We look forward to seeing the photos in the next newsletter. 
 

Strategic Directions 2019 – 2021 Survey for Parents - The Catholic Education Commission of Western Austral-

ia (CECWA) has a strategic purpose to ensure that Catholic education is delivered and managed through 

the system of Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) in a responsible and effective manner, work-

ing within the Catholic Mission, appropriate standards and regulations. 
 

The CECWA has commenced the process of developing the strategic direction for Catholic education in 

Western Australia from 2019 to 2021. This fundamental work will enable the CECWA to consolidate and 

communicate our key objectives for coming years. 
 

The first phase of this consultation involves gathering feedback from our Catholic education community 

that will inform the draft Strategic Directions 2019 - 2021. Yesterday all parents were emailed a letter with a 

link to the survey. I encourage you all to please complete the survey by next Wednesday 16th May. The 

CECWA is eager to listen to our community through this important process and I thank you in anticipation 

for your participation in helping to shape the future direction of Catholic education throughout Western 

Australia.   



 



NAPLAN TESTING 

Next week all Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be taking part in NAPLAN testing from Tuesday until Thursday.  

This testing is conducted Australia wide as a snapshot, to compare the standards between students from 

different states and to help plan for future government education policy making.  The testing does not 

count towards any student’s individual grades.   
 

We only ask that each student does their best so that we have an accurate result as to how our students 

are going with respect to students in the rest of Australia.   
 

Importantly for year 9 students, if they are able to reach level 8 in Literacy and Numeracy in their NAPLAN 

they will then pre-qualify for OLNA, eliminating the need for them to sit those tests when they move to 

Year 10 and beyond.   
 

COLLEGE PHOTOS 

On the 24th and 25th of May, Thursday and Friday of week 4, our College photos will be taken by MSP pho-

tography.  Thursday will mostly be Secondary students and Friday mostly Primary students with Sibling and 

Kindy photos on both days.  All Secondary students have been given individual envelopes with infor-

mation about how to order photos this morning, Firday 11th May.  Please make sure you read these and 

follow the instructions so that you do not miss out; 
 

YEAR 11 & YEAR 12 

Year 11 and 12 Exams will be held from Tuesday 5th June until Tuesday 12th June for all ATAR students.  Be-

low is the Exam timetable which will was issued to all ATAR students on Thursday 10th May.  Please be 

aware of when your exams are on and make sure you are prepared and on time for each exam. 

 

DATE Year 12 Year 11 

Monday 4th 
June 

Western Australia Day 
  

Tuesday 5th 
June      

8.50am 

English (10)  3 hours English (9)  3 hours 
EALD (5) 

      

Wednesday 
6th June  8.50 

am 

Art (4)    2 hours 30 
minutes 

Drama (3) 2 hours 30 
minutes 
  

Drama (1)  2 hours 15 minutes 
Human Biology(13) 3 hours 

Music (1)  2 hours 30 minutes 

      

Thursday  7th 
June  8.50am 

Religion & Life (9)  3 
hours 

Religion & Life (15)  3 hours 
  

      

Friday  8th 
June         

8.50am 
  

Modern History (4)  3 
hours 

Physical Education Stud-
ies (1) 

Chemistry (3)  3 hours 
Physical Education Studies (4) 

    
  

  

Monday   11th 
June     

8.50am 
  

Human Biology (6)  3 
hours 

Psychology (3)  3 hours 
  

Modern History(6)  2 hours 30 minutes 
Physics (2)  3 hours 

Art (2)  2 hours 30 minutes 

      

Tuesday  12th 
June        

8.50am 

Mathematics Applications 
(7) 

2 hours 30 minutes 
  

Mathematics Applications (10)  2 hours 30 minutes 
Mathematics Methods (3)  2 hours 30 minutes 

      

Thursday 14th 
June 

8:00am 

  Biology ViSN (2)  FTD room  3 hours 

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                                Leanne Wilson 



This year on the feast day of Our Lady of Fatima—13 May—Catholics from the vast reaches of Australia, 

from country towns to major cities, from mountain tops to beaches, will join in praying the Rosary for their 

country. 
 

It’s called the “Coast to Coast Rosary” and has already taken place in Poland and the UK, with Catholics 

uniting in prayer to the Blessed Mother—an initiative that has been granted an apostolic blessing from 

Pope Francis. 
 

The rosary is a very central prayer for Broome people.  Following in the Church’s tradition they honour 

Mary during the month of May and often pray the rosary in people’s homes during the month. More 

widely known is the nine-day novena which brings family and friends together to pray for a loved one 

who has recently passed.  
 

 It is very significant that in Broome on this day, Sunday 13 May people can gather at Gantheaume Point 

(Carpark at 5.20), then proceed to the Point for a 5:30 PM start to pray the rosary in unity with people 

around the globe.  Everyone is welcome to join in this global event to pray for their country.   

 

NEWS ITEM 
In 1868, led by Br. Ambrose Tracey, four Christian Brothers came to Australia on the sailing ship, the Don-

ald Mackay, disembarking in what was then a modest 

town called Melbourne. They came and started the mis-

sion of teaching uneducated poor Catholic children the 

three Rs as well as their religious faith. By the turn of the 

century the Brothers ran more than thirty schools through-

out the land and had over a hundred Brothers, the major-

ity of which were of course Irish, staffing these schools.                                                                                          

On the 14 of June at 5 pm 2018 we, the Christian Brothers 

of Broome, are celebrating this momentous Journey by 

those early pioneers, with a Mass to be held in the Nulun-

gu Chapel. Bishop Christopher has kindly offered to 

grace us with his presence as the main celebrant, and 

we invite present staff and any past student of St Marys 

who might be interested, to join us as we celebrate our 

150th anniversary working for Catholic Education in Aus-

tralia.                                                                                                                                         

We give thanks to Blessed Edmund Rice, our beloved 

founder, who has inspired men and women to carry on 

his work today. What has been established in the last 

year or so is what is known as the ‘Edmund Rice Move-

ment’ which opens its membership to any person who 

has been inspired by this man. This is a rapidly growing 

movement which has members in every State. St Marys 

was a Christian Brothers School in the early 70s and 

boasts Edmund as one of its founders. In closing it is worth 

noting the fiftieth anniversary of the Brothers presence in 

the Kimberley is not so far away also. (2021) 

Br Peter Thrupp  

Br Berkeley Fitzhardinge 

Christian Brothers Br Nick Bilich (RIP) , Br Peter 

Hardiman and Br Tom Roberts (Principal –RIP) 

Founders of Nulungu College 1971 



 

The 2018 Primary House Cross Country Carnival was held on Wednesday, May 9th at St. Mary’s College 

Primary Campus. The course took the students around the oval, past the Music Room and the Year 6 

rooms, and then towards the new Kindy building. Kindy to Year 2 then turned back towards the under-

cover area while upper primary ran the bush track and then back towards the cheering crowd on the 

oval. The students had been practicing this track at the end of last term and the beginning of term 2 in 

their Physical Education classes and were ready for the new challenge. The whole school came out in 

the morning to cheer on our Kindy students as they took on the course for the very first time – there were 

a lot of cameras clicking and I’m sure a few proud tears were shed! Our Year 6 leaders really stepped 

up on the day, and most of them ran with the Kindy and Pre-Primary students, encouraging and sup-

porting them along the way. The year 6 students also helped with the setup of the carnival, putting on 

zinc stripes and handing out ribbons. A big thank you to all the staff who helped with the set up and run-

ning of the event and to all the parents and friends who came along to cheer the students on. We had 

a great turn out this year and it was brilliant to see all the students so proud to be doing their best in front 

of such a big crowd. All the students should be very proud of what they achieved on the day. 

The points for the shield were extremely close this year, with one point in it, with Barbier taking the lead 

early in the day and managing to just hold off Ward to win the coveted shield. Congratulations must go 

to Barbier and to all the individual medal winners listed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1st Barbier 2nd Ward 3rd O’Brien 4th Rice 

213 212 183 160 

Division 1st 2nd 3rd 

Year 1 Boys Alby Bell Jack Reid Dwayde Wiggan-Cox 

Year 1 Girls Indiana Russell Jedda Waters Reina Burke 

Year 2 Boys Max Mitchell Tex Comito Kobe Hart 

Year 2 Girls Zahra Bin Kali Lana Button Aida Groenenberg 

Year 3 Boys James Mitchell Spencer Groenenberg Liam Hayman 

Year 3 Girls Lily-Hannah Torres Hazel Wilson Molly Bell 

Year 4 Boys Zaiazlyn Hart Zaine Sims-Dan Liam Unicomb 

Year 4 Girls Tayleigh Sullivan Tasman Stevens Romany Stevens 

Year 5 Boys Fletcher Moase Lachlan Famlonga Zayde Parriman 

Year 5 Girls L’eja Pigram Josephine Graffen Jorja Cobby 

Year 6 Boys Adriano Green Jay Hill Mechi Townsend 

Year 6 Girls Safie Matthews Savannah McKeon Cindy Wu 



CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 



2018 Taiji Exchange 

The 2018 Taiji Exchange departed Broome Airport on Thursday 12th of April, with a party of 9 students 

and 3 adults. Student ambassadors for St Mary’s College were Jasmin Bin Swani, Jessica Davies, Cait-

lyn Hamaguchi, Rose Hamaguchi, Dakota Leak, Izzabella Liddelow, Shoshone Lupton, Matilda Ogilvia-

Dia and Grace Strain. Principal Michael Pepper and his wife Mrs Janette Pepper, along with Mrs Marie 

Little were supervisors.  Our first evening en-route to Osaka was spent in Singapore and the following 

day we were able to view the amazing skyline and gardens of Singapore from the “Singapore flyer”. 

Students were treated to a short tour discovering the history, environment and government of Singa-

pore prior to returning to Changi airport for our flight to Osaka.  
 

Mr Hayato Sakurai was our guide from the moment we arrived in Osaka til we departed and taught 

many valuable lessons about Japanese history, culture, cuisine and language. The first five days in Ja-

pan were spent sightseeing in many of the famous and historical sights in Southern Japan. We stayed 

in a hotel in Osaka for three nights adjacent to the airport and train station.  On the 16th and 17th of 

April we stayed in a traditional Japanese Inn, or Ryokan in Kyoto which featured Tatami floors and 

ground level furnishings, sleeping on traditional Japanese mattresses. During this time students and 

staff visited many attractions including Nara, Kyoto, Miyajima Island and Hiroshima. Our main mode of 

transportation was via train but we also used local taxis, buses and ferries. Students visited a 60 storey 

building with a lookout at the top, called Abeno Hurakas in Osaka. In Hiroshima students placed the 

paper cranes they had prepared leading up to the Exchange at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park 

in memory of Sadako Sasaki, a child who passed way with leukemia following the bombing of Hiroshi-

ma. Each student rang the peace bell in memory of Sadako and explored the Hiroshima museum.  
 

During the trip students and staff had the pleasure of trying a range of seasonal Japanese food includ-

ing Cherry Blossom Sushi, sashimi, shubu-shabu, green tea, soups, many tofu dishes eaten by monks, 

ramen and lots of seafood and pickled vegetables. On the 18th of April Broome Shire delegates Mr 

Philip Matsumoto, Mr Chris Mitchell and Mrs Elsta Foy joined the group and we travelled to Taiji via 

train, visiting Wakayama university on the way for an English-speaking lecture with our guide Mr Haya-

to Sakurai. Students from Japan, South Korea and China were able to practice their English and ask 

questions of the students and staff.  
 

On arrival in Taiji we were met at the Civic centre by the host families, Shire and local Education staff. 

Students were greeted by their host families and after some introductions taken to their new ‘home’ 

for 6 nights of the exchange experience. Over the following days we then participated in a number of 

activities and classes at the local Kindergarten, Elementary and Junior High Schools. Over the week-

end students and their families visited the ancient Kumano Kodo trail near Sengato-Ji Temple, Nachi 

falls and enjoyed many shopping opportunities (and ice-cream!). A highlight was the shared barbe-

cue at the Taiji fishing jetty with the Taiji community where students tried some local dishes and played 

local games with the host families.  
 

On the 24th of April we made some emotional good-byes at the civic centre as students said goodbye 

to their host families in readiness for the return journey home. Our luggage was transported via truck as 

we boarded the train, crying and waving and hoping one day to return! It was certainly a great privi-

lege to be part of the 2018 exchange 

and gaining a deeper appreciation 

of the Sister City relationship shared 

between Taiji and Broome, in compa-

ny with the Broome shire Councilors. It 

was a remarkable learning experi-

ence for the students and they were 

excellent ambassadors for St Mary’s 

College.  
 

I would encourage students to apply 

for the 2019 exchange and 2018 host 

family Experiences. The exchange is 

made possible by the dedication of St 

Mary’s College staff and the Board of 

Education in Taiji.  
 

Mrs Marie Little – Administration and 

Finance Officer   



Quotes from St Mary’s Exchange Students 

Shoshone “ What I enjoyed the most about the trip was the 

experience of staying with my host family. It was great to 

stay in a home in Taiji and spend time with my host family; 

my host parents and my host brothers. I found the cuisine 

really delicious and one of my favourite days was dressing 

up in a Japanese Kimono and walking around Kyoto”.  
 

Rose Hamaguchi “ Japan is a great experience! For those 

who want to apply they won’t regret it, it’s a great oppor-

tunity to make connections and friendships. My favourite 

day was when we got to dress up in kimonos and walk 

around the shrine in Kyoto. I was beautiful! We got to enjoy 

traditional foods such as fish sticks for lunch, as well as ice 

cream. I enjoyed making the wild deer bow their heads 

down in Nara”. 
 

Jasmin Bin Swani “Miyajima Island was really pretty. I en-

joyed visiting the shrine and all the market stores with 

unique and interesting things. The spiritual significance of 

the temple in Miyajima was also really interesting”  
 

Matilda Ogilvie-Dia “ I really enjoyed Hiroshima because of 

all the hard work we put into making the paper cranes and 

then we were able to place them at the Peace memorial. 

This gave me a real sense of harmony. We also got to enjoy 

lots of delicious local seafood”. 
 

Caitlyn Hamaguchi “Visiting the Buddhist temples and Shin-

to shrines in Nara, Kyoto, Miyajima and Nachi were special 

to me because they are so unique for travelers from Austral-

ia. The whole trip was amazing!”   
 

Jessica Davies “ Take heed of Mr Lake’s quote ‘I am not the 

same having seen the moon shine on the other side of the 

world (Mary Anne Radmacher)’.  For me the exchange was 

the best part of the trip, interacting with my host family and 

the Taiji community. Japanese cuisine was great, really 

healthy and delicious!” 
 

Grace Strain “My experience of the Japanese exchange 

trip was amazing. It was incredible to learn from a different 

culture and meet new people, partiualry our host families.” 
 

Dokota Leak “The exchange to Taiji was the most life 

changing, eye opening experience I have 

had. We visited many amazing places and 

did a variety of wonderful activities including 

wearing traditional Kiminos, hiking up moun-

tains, visiting Hiroshima and attending a tradi-

tional tea ceremony. Nothing will beat the 

experience I had staying with the Mizutani 

family, my host family. They were very wel-

coming and made me feel apart of their fam-

ily, from the moment I walked through the 

front door. The exchange was an experience I 

will never forget.” 

 

Bella “The trip was a fantastic experience! 

You got to see the amazing and beautiful 

things about Japan. I loved the trip and 

would like to do it all over again if I could! 

 

 



 



 



CONSTABLE CARE ON PRIMARY 

 



 



 





Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

The P & F have recently committed $31,000 worth of funds towards all of these wonderful resources, equipment and projects 
that will benefit our kids: 
- $7000 towards the purchase of a new school bus 
- Seesaw 
- Lego Mechanics and Machines (STEM Engagement) 
- Outdoor games - Primary 
- Liturgical Dresses 
- 3 x Digital Learning evenings for parents/carers 
- Cengage PM readers 
- Sensory resources 
- Secondary Library shelving and furniture 
- Art exhibition boards 
- Equipment for a Digital Learning Space  
- Pre-primary Outdoor Equipment 
- Nature Play 
- Collaborative learning space furniture 
- Heavy Duty Ping Pong table - Secondary 
- Digital and physical debating resources 
 
We would not have been able to do this with out your ongoing support - thankyou!   
 
Our next P & F meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th May at 7pm, in the new staff lounge on Primary. Come along and check out 
the new admin building! 
 
Sascha Wood 
P&F President 
0419021166  
stmaryspandfbroome@gmail.com 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

St Thomas More College  - An Excellent Accommodation Option for University-Bound Students 

The Head of St Thomas More College, Tom Mitchell, will be visiting Broome from Wednesday 9 May until 

Saturday 12 May 2018.  He will speak with interested Year 12 students at both St Mary’s and Broome 

SHS.  He will be available to parents at the Combined Universities Information Evening on Thursday 10 May 

at Broome SHS and will have an information stall at the Careers Expo at Broome SHS on Friday 11 May. 

 

Tom is more than happy to have one-on-one conversations with respect to how the College can assist 

your son/daughter if they choose to pursue tertiary studies at any of Perth’s universities in 2019 or beyond 

and has a generous accommodation bursary to offer students.  Please call Tom on 0488 564 824 to ar-

range a chat or you can email Tom at t.mitchell@stmc.uwa.edu.au 
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