
"Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up in order 

to help and enrich others by our own poverty" (Pope Francis).  
 

This past fortnight has been a particularly busy time for staff students and parents. Thank you to  

Bishop Christopher Saunders, Monsignor Paul and 

Father Marcello for celebrating our Ash Wednesday 

Masses and Liturgies and to our students who 

served at each Mass. Thank you also to Diana Jans, 

Janenell Kennedy and Keryn Moase for their        

coordination of each Mass and Liturgy. The choir 

was outstanding and the liturgies provided a very 

meaningful beginning to our time of Lent and Pro-

ject Compassion. Throughout Lent, as Catholics we 

are all called to spend additional time in prayer, 

penance and almsgiving. Our fundraising is well un-

der way for Project Compassion and the fundraising 

target for 2017 is $7,000. All staff, students and fami-

lies are asked to support this very worthwhile cause over the coming weeks.                                  

Year 7 Camp - Our Year 7’s have had the opportunity to build a sense of team and form new 

friendships amongst their cohort through the Year 7 Camp at the Broome Camp School. Our        

students are most fortunate to have a quality facility in a location that most schools could only 

dream of using for their venue. Thank you to Cley Anderson and the staff who assisted over the 

three day camp. These camps are very important in enabling students to establish and strengthen 

friendships, some which will last for a lifetime.  

Swimming Carnivals - Last week’s Inter House Swimming Carnivals and Water Fun Days for our Early 

Years were a great success and enabled students to put into practice their swimming skills and   

abilities and cheer for their House. Thank you to Ed Connor and Mark Dellar who along with many 

other staff from the College organised such a great day of competition and fun for all. We are now 

looking forward to our Interschool carnival in Week 8. 

75th Anniversary of the Attack on Broome – Friday 3rd March marked the 75th Anniversary of the    

Attack on Broome. The ceremony held in Bedford Park commemorated this important and very sad 

day in our community history. The story of the tragic event was captured during the ceremony in a 

narrative performed by over 100 St Mary’s College students (Year 6 – 12) and support crew. Our 

Year 6 and Year 12 College leaders also laid a wreath to remember the many lives lost on the 3rd-

March 1942. Congratulations to every student who represented our College and a special thank 

you to Vicki Thompson and Michael Lake who spent many hours in preparation with the students for 

this event.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear god, 

Sometimes our friends are sick or 

unhappy.  

Give them the love of your Spirit 

and let them have peace and 

joy in their hearts. 

10th March 2017 
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The event was attended by many associated 

family members, some who had travelled 

from across the world, and dignitaries from 

across Australia. Capturing the essence and 

poignancy of our student performance was 

a message received in an email from a 

friend to the college congratulating the stu-

dents and teachers for their wonderful per-

formance “First of all congratulations to your 

students and teachers on the wonderful per-

formance last Friday. An American visitor, 

who made the pilgrimage to Broome for the 

anniversary told me she was sceptical about 

attending a ceremony with a school dance 

performance. After the ceremony she said to 

me: “that was a world class performance”. 

Congratulations again”. 

 

Special Visitors – Visiting Broome for the commemo-

ration ceremony of the Attack on Broome were 

many special dignitaries and family members asso-

ciated with this historical event. Our College was 

most fortunate to host both the United States Con-

sul General Mrs Rachel Cook and The Japanese 

Consulate General Mr Tatsuo Hirayama and Deputy 

Head of Mission for the Embassy of Japan Mr Ta-

kashi Kate. Our special guests took the opportunity 

to visit our College and to meet with the Year 6 -12 

Student Representative Council along with a num-

ber of other students and staff. Mrs Rachel Cook 

spent over an hour speaking with students from 

Years 6-12 and answering a wide range of questions about her role as the US Consul General and her 

pathway to such an incredible position representing the US Government.  Our Japanese guests, Mr Tatsuo 

Hirayama, and Mr Takashi Kate enjoyed an afternoon tea hosted by SRC student representatives and Taiji 

Exchange student and staff representatives while sharing the importance of our College’s relationship with 

Japanese people and in particular our very strong bond that has been formed through our Taiji Exchange 

Program.  

This Wednesday our students and staff con-

tinue to be privileged with a special visit by 

Ms Rosie Batty the 2015 Australian of the 

Year and Australia's highest profile advocate 

for victims of domestic violence. Ms Batty will 

be speaking with all Year 7-12 students in the 

Secondary campus Performing Arts under-

cover area between 8.00am and 8.40am. 

Any parent who wishes to come along to this 

special event would be most welcome. Ms 

Batty will also be speaking with members of 

the Broome community at Cable Beach 

Club this Thursday evening from 6.00pm to 

8.00pm at a special event to raise funds for 

the Dampier Peninsula Safe House located in 

Djarindjin Community. A limited number of 

tickets are available at the following link.   

https://www.stickytickets.com.au/50116 
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Friday 17 March - SRC Caritas Dis-

co – This coming Friday there will 

be a Caritas Disco at Notre Dame 

Hall. I hope that all Year 4 -12 stu-

dents are able to come along 

and share in an evening of fun 

while raising money for this year’s 

Caritas Appeal.  Tickets are $5.00 

each available at the door. Pizza, 

chips and drinks will be available 

too. The event will be supervised 

by staff from St Mary’s College 

and parents are asked to please 

drop off and pick up students 

from the entrance to Notre Dame 

Hall doors on Guy St. The Year 4-6 

Disco will run from 4.00pm to 

6.00pm and Year 7-12 Disco will 

run from 7.00pm to 9.00pm.As this is a College event, only St Mary’s students will be able to participate. Par-

ent help would also be welcomed at the disco. Please just email my PA, Mrs Marie Little lit-

tle.marie@cathednet.wa.edu.au if you would like to assist with this event.  
 

Strategic Planning - Thank you to all parents, staff and students who have gave their time last week to meet 

with Jeff Thorne. Jeff has collected a wealth of information from staff, students, parents and partners of our 

College which will contribute to the formulation of the 2017-2020 Strategic Plan. 
 

Staff Board P&F Sundowner– On March 31, there will be a Staff, Board, and P & F Sundowner from 3.00pm to 

5.00pm in the Hospitality and Tourism Room (H&T) at the secondary campus. This will be an opportunity for 

all staff to meet informally with members of the Board, the P and F and Notre Dame Staff. It is hoped that 

we can have a great attendance at this event. Drinks and nibbles will be provided. Staff, Board members 

and P&F members please rsvp to Marie, Little.Marie@cathednet.wa.edu.au if you are able to attend this 

event. Family members are most welcome too.     

Ash Wednesday Mass 
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This term in 4H we have already done lots of exciting new things and learning. We have created 

a class recount in order to share what we have done in the last 4 weeks. 
 

The first few weeks of Year 4 have been lots of fun and we have tried and learnt lots of new things. In Year 

4 we have just begun to do Rock and Water with Mr Ed. We have learnt about concentrating activities 

and how sometimes we need to have rock eyes and other times water eyes, it takes a lot of focussing. 
 

We have been learning about sustainability and what this means for the world. We created our own sus-

tainable gardens and made sure we included fruits, vegetables, water tanks and compost bins so we can 

learn how to look after the environment.  
 

In class we have done ‘bucket filling’, it is about being kind, respectful and responsible. When you are 

nice to someone you can fill their bucket and your own, but if you are mean you empty their bucket and 

this is called ‘bucket dipping’. In Year 4 we all want to be bucket fillers! 
 

We have started doing maths rotations, and we are enjoying this because we get to try lots of different 

things to help us learn about place value. We have learnt about numbers into the millions, how to com-

pare and order numbers and also about rounding numbers to different places.  
 

We have enjoyed the start to this year and look forward to all the other exciting events and learning that 

we will get to be a part of.  



ST MARY’S COLLEGE   NARRATIVE INSTALLATION   (ATTACK ON BROOME COMMEMORATION 2017) 

St Mary’s College, Year  6  to Year 12 Performing Arts  students , will present a ‘narrative installation’ to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of The 

Attack on Broome.  The story is told in respect to the victims and the heroes of that fateful day.  This interpretation of events has been taken from eye 

witness accounts and the historians’ records that have been made available to the college.  Students will guide you through a timeline of events, 

from that day, and acknowledge the many countries that suffered a loss of lives.  Each of the victims are represented by a white cross bearing their 

name (where known) and their country of birth. The heroes will be acknowledged for their contribution to saving many lives and assisting others in 

their hour of need.  The installation that is being created today will remain in situ until sunset this evening, in memory of those that we are commemo-

rating today. 



 

 

 

 

As the day of the 2017 Primary House Swimming Carnival drew closer, the weather in Broome 

cooled down enough to make it perfect conditions for spectators and swimmers alike.     

Thursday 9th March was the day that all of the students in Year 3 – 6 were looking forward to in 

Term 1. It was their chance to represent their House in the first friendly competition of the year, 

vying for the Inter-House Swimming Shield and ultimately the Bishop Jobst Shield for overall 

Champion House in 2017. The House Captains this year did a magnificent job in helping their 

teammates, leading the cheers and working with their bay leaders. Well done to Leon Francis 

and Elly Sara (Ward), Marcel Wynne and Taezha-Rose Councillor (Barbier), Dominic Bartlett 

and Olivia Ward (O’Brien), and Rio Cahill and Imogen Famlonga (Rice). 

The community of St. Mary’s always comes together on days like these and it was incredible 

to observe the teamwork and camaraderie of the staff and parent helpers. These people en-

sured that the students were able to participate in an exceptional carnival that ran like clock-

work. A big thanks also to the maintenance and canteen crew who also made sure that the 

day ran smoothly. Without all of these people chipping in these wonderful community events 

would not be able to happen. 

The contest for the shield was a very close one – so close that towards the end of the day 

there was only one point separating 1st, 2nd and 3rd!! In the end it proved to be Ward’s day 

again, adding to their 2014 and 2015 wins in recent years. Not many points separated 1st from 

4th, providing us with the closest carnival overall for a number of years. Congratulations Ward 

House!! 

This year there was one record broken and it was a record that had stood for 7 years! Rachel 

Wilson in Year 6 swam the 50m Breaststroke in 47.30 seconds to smash the existing record by 

over a second. Congratulations to Rachel and to all of the individual medallists listed below.  

  Ward are the winners 
 

Overall Results 

 
 

 
 

 

Ward House 1st Place 631 Points 

Barbier House 2nd Place 563 Points 

O’Brien House 3rd Place 520 Points 

Rice  House 4th Place 498 Points 

Year 3 Girls Olivia McMahon Cleo Hutchinson Eq. 3rd Ruby 

Rand & Shyla 

Price 

Year 4 Boys Sam Stanley Zayde Parriman Lachlan  

Famlonga 

Year 4 Girls Cara Giancono Anika Unicomb Marley Weeding 

Year 5 Boys Benedict Hun-

gerford-Morgan 

Jay Hill David Pigram 

Year 5 Girls Safie Matthews Sofia Rand Shae-Ella  

Bradley 

Year 6 Boys Finn MacKay Floyd Anstey Leo Stanley 

Year 6 Girls Rachel Wilson Imogen  

Famlonga 

Hannah 

Miedema 



 



 

 Secondary Swimming Carnival 
The heavens opened up in the midst of a wonderful wet season to help celebrate a hugely successful 

day for OBRIEN at the annual swimming carnival. In what turned out to be a repeat of their amazing run 

of wins last year, OBRIEN, under the new leadership of James Abriol showed the depth of talent across the 

House. The new look BRAC saw a great day had by all as students across the school powered down the 

pool to represent their House. Congratulations to all involved as St Mary’s showcased our prowess in the 

aquatic environment. The standout individual performances are tabulated below. Friday the 24th March 

will see our swim team head to Derby for the Interschool event. Go ST Mary’s!! 

Team places: OBRIEN-1st, BARBIER-2nd, RICE-3rd and WARD-4th.  

INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONS AND RUNNERS –UP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Records set at this Carnival 2017 

AGE GROUP CHAMPION RUNNER UP 

U/13 GIRLS BELLA HILL RESHINTA BRADSHAW 

U/13 BOYS NATHAN RALPH JOSHUA ANDERSON/JACOB 

GOULD 

U/14 GIRLS SHANESSA LEAK OLIVIA D’ALTON 

U/14 BOYS COOPER MATTHEWS CALEB DEAN 

U/15 GIRLS CHARLOTTE DAVIES TAMEKA WARE 

U/15 BOYS DANIEL RALPH BILLY BROADBENT 

U/16 GIRLS JESSICA DAVIES BREEYA MCPHERSON-

STANBRIDGE 

U/16 BOYS FLYNN WILKINSON JOHN BILL QUILISADIO 

OPEN GIRLS CHARLIESHA MUNG ABIER HAMAGUCHI 

OPEN BOYS DION PARRIMAN MAX HEALEY 

M U/13 50m Freestyle RALPH, Nathan OBRI 31.40 

Old Record: 31.60 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2015) 

M U/15 50m Freestyle RALPH, Daniel OBRI 26.74 

Old Record: 29.70 Jake Varischetti ( 2009) 

M U/13 50m Breastroke RALPH, Nathan OBRI 46.12 

Old Record: 46.90 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2015) 

M U/15 50m Breastroke RALPH, Daniel OBRI 35.05 

Old Record: 39.39 Jake Varischetti ( 2009) 

M U/13 50m Backstroke RALPH, Nathan OBRI 39.46 

Old Record: 41.62 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2015) 

M U/15 50m Backstroke RALPH, Daniel OBRI 32.93 

Old Record: 36.93 Jake Varischetti ( 2009) 

M U/13 25m Freestyle RALPH, Nathan OBRI 14.83 

Old Record: 14.99 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2015) 

M U/15 25m Freestyle RALPH, Daniel OBRI 12.75 

Old Record: 14.16 Jake Varischetti ( 2009) 

M U/15 25m Backstroke RALPH, Daniel OBRI 16.02 

Old Record: 17.97 Bryce Turner ( 2002) 

M U/13 25m Butterfly RALPH, Nathan OBRI 17.04 

Old Record: 17.49 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2015) 

F U/15 25m Butterfly DAVIES, Charlotte WARD 

17.31 

Old Record: 18.96 DAVIES, Jessica (WARD 2016) 

M U/15 25m Butterfly RALPH, Daniel OBRI 14.02 

Old Record: 16.94 HEALEY, Max (OBRI 2015) 

F U/16 25m Butterfly DAVIES, Jessica WARD 19.00 

Old Record: 21.62 MUNG, Charliesha (OBRI 2016) 

M U/21 100m Ind Medley RALPH, Daniel OBRI 

1:10.48 

Old Record: 1:18.08 RALPH, Daniel (OBRI 2016) 

U U/14 4x25m FStyle Relay OBRIEN OBRI 1:13.14 

Old Record: 1:18.17 O'BRIEN ( 2013) 



THE WINNERS ARE O’BRIEN 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The start of this year 7 camp coincided with Ash Wednesday mass celebrations, so after the mass 60 ex-

cited students departed for their camp at Broome camp school which is located adjacent to the ionic 

Cable Beach Resort. Our students challenged themselves over the course of the three day camp in a 

range of outdoor activities including raft building, Frisbee, golf, archery, prusiking , low ropes, and team 

games while showing respect and support to their fellow team members. It was wonderful to watch our 

year 7 students develop confidence, while persisting with challenging tasks with the support of their 

friends. 

Brad Carr the Broome Camp manager along with Yindi the camp instructor set clear goals and expec-

tations for the students to achieve, and often made comment about the quality and determination of 

this year 7 cohort, especially under very humid conditions. 

Along with the outdoor activities students were given the opportunity to visit Malcom Douglas’s Croco-

dile farm and be taken on a private tour with Ben a local park ranger. We all watched in amazement as 

the ranger fed a large float of hungry crocodiles while passing on many interesting facts about their be-

haviour and temperament. Some brave students not only held small crocs but a few gave them a kiss on 

the snout, of course these juvenile crocs valued at $1000 each, each had their jaws firmly taped closed! 

The following day we had a visit from the local reptile rescue, Kimberley Wildlife Carers who spoke about 

the volunteer work they do to care for abandoned or injured wildlife. Students were given the opportuni-

ty to ask questions about local wildlife and what they can do to support these local operations. 

The food on camp was fantastic and plentiful and the students in their duty groups worked happily with 

Heather, “Swampy”, and Nick the camp chefs, to set up, serve and to clean up at the end of each 

meal. 

Among the many highlights was Thursday evenings talent night, were we had 12 entertaining acts rang-

ing from fire twirling to song and dance routines. The 2017 year 7’s certainly are a talented bunch! 

I would like to thank all students on their positive approach and willingness to attempt all tasks and treat 

each other with respect. I hope this positive approach can continue back at SMC when they are chal-

lenged in the classroom. 

St Mary’s College is blessed with a dedicated and talented group of staff and this year’s camp would 

not have been the great success it was if not all the staff involved who ably supported our students in all 

their endeavours. A big thank you to Mr James, Mr Stephen, Miss Abby-Rose , Miss Lea, Miss Sally, and 

Miss Angela, you were all fantastic! 

Mr Cley 

Anderson 

Year 7/8 

Co-

ordinator 

                                                                           



 



 

The US Consulate General visit 

On Thursday, March 2nd, the US Consulate 

General, Rachel Cooke, visited St, Mary’s Col-

lege and spoke with our year 10 HASS stu-

dents and members of the SRC. She spoke 

about her roles and responsibilities as US Con-

sulate General and discussed how the US-

Australian relationship began with the Japa-

nese bombing of Pearl Harbour. She also 

spoke about her family’s experiences of World 

War Two. Our year 10 and SRC students pro-

vided Consulate General with consecutive 

questions that she approached with honesty and humility. She was inspiring and approacha-

ble and had even more questions from the students during our social lunch shortly after her 

talk. Overall, her visit was both insightful and a great opportunity for our students. 

 



 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    

On Friday the 24th of February, the year 9 and 10 Pathways students undertook a leadership 

challenge at the Kimberley camp school. They learnt about what it means to be a good leader, 

the important role that team work plays in successful leadership and how communication is vital 

when working in groups. They were faced with many challenges, but they believe it helped 

them find a diverse range of ways to solve problems and be respectful towards each other.  

 



 

      KINDY NEWS 
 
 
We have been having a fan-
tastic time in Kindy getting to 
know all of our new students 
this year. We cannot believe 
how well both Kindy classes 
have settled into our new 
school routines. So far we have 
had lots of fun including Kindy 
Catch up morning tea, playing 
with coloured spaghetti and 
shaving cream, getting messy 
with mud and water play, 
cooking bread, a visit from 
Monsignor Paul for Ash 
Wednesday, visiting the school 
library, dancing, playing with 
puppets, and making new 
friends.   
At the moment the Kindy kids 
are very interested in life cycles. We have a tank 
filled with tadpoles and so far 2 of them have start-
ed   growing back legs. As soon as they start to 
look more like frogs we might have to find a home 
for them as Miss Belinda doesn’t like frogs very 
much!   

Something that I am very excited about this year is 
the Seesaw app! We have started using it in Kindy 
and it has been a wonderful way to connect with 
parents and share photos and videos of their       
children during the school day. The kids love 
‘performing’ in videos and love that we can send 
their parents a snap shot of the fun things we are 
doing as they are happening.  We look forward to 
an amazing year with these  gorgeous kiddies!  

Next PNF meeting Tuesday March 28th, 7pm in Primary Staffroom-

EVERYONE Welcome.  

School Banking - Every Thursday on Primary Campus before 

school.  

Thank you to all the parent helpers for the recent book fair in the 

Primary Library.  
 

Venessa apThomas 

0410210079 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 



LENTEN REFLECTIONS 

We might think that the hope of Lent has to do with our hope that we will get through it, that 

we will come to the end of it. We see Lent as an obstacle course we need to navigate in order 

to get to the great feast of Easter. The hope of this season is that we will find our lives trans-

formed by the many ways we encounter God's Word, by the richness of the Scripture readings 

chosen to encourage, to challenge, to confront, to comfort. Focussing only on the end goal 

would cause us to miss so much along the way.  

The greatest hope of Lent is the discovery that it's not only about penance, deprivation, spiritu-

al struggles, and rooting out sin in our lives. Those are often the things we do during Lent. But 

the hope of Lent lies in what God does. From the beginning of his pontificate, Pope Francis has 

made mercy his hallmark. Francis wants us to realise that God's mercy and grace surround us 

not just in special times and places but always and everywhere. Lent is a time to discover the 

extraordinary in the ordinary, to be surprised by God's mercy when we least expect it.                      

As the season begins, let us think about the hopes we have for Lent this year. Think about what 

graces we would like to receive in our life. Let the words of Pope Francis guide you on a jour-

ney of bringing those hopes to fulfilment.                                                                                                                                                   

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IN THE PARISH 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish will be celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation on April 

1st. If you have a son or daughter who is Baptised but has not received the sacrament of Rec-

onciliation they are welcome to being a process of preparation in the parish. If your son or 

daughter is interested, please let Mr. Joseph, Ms. Diana or the Parish know. 

Kind regards,  

Joseph Eastgate 

Religious Education Learning Area Coordinator Years 7-12 

St. Mary’s Footy Tipping in its 21st Year 
Join the St Mary’s AFL Footy Tipping Competition, win money and help raise money for 

the Primary School camps. 
 

$1500 First Prize 

$25 Weekly Prize which jackpots if all winning teams are not correctly selected. 
Simply fill out a registration form attached, pay $50 and then join by following these steps: 

Log on to www.footytips.com.au and register as a tipper. 

Go to the homepage and click on the ‘Comps’ section. 

Click on search and type in ‘stmarysprimary’ 

Click on ‘stmarysprimary’ and type in the password ‘broome’ , click ‘join comp’and you’re set to go. 

 

Please return the registration form along with payment to St Mary's Primary Campus office or post to : 

‘Footy Tipping’, St Mary’s College, PO Box 100, Broome 6725. 

 

Or pay by direct debit  

St Mary’s College Footy tips BSB number 086006 Account 292725942  

State your FULL NAME in the RECIPIENT SECTION of your Bank Transfer so we can identify your payment 

easily.  (nicknames are hard to trace) 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/
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