
The past fortnight has been very busy for staff and students. Our final Whole College Assembly 

showcased the outstanding achievements of our students and reflected the many great opportuni-

ties available to students at our College. It was also wonderful to welcome special guests along to 

the assembly, including representatives Nony Harley and Sandra Ash from the Broome Lioness Club, 

Keith Vomiero and from the  Broome RSL, Rhys Williams the Director of Youth on Health Festival, and 

Dockers players John Grissin, Garrick Ibbotson and Nick Suban.   
 

Our fundraising efforts as a College for Kye Ryan has been a rewarding experience. Thank you to 

each student, staff member families and friends of St Mary’s College for supporting such a great 

cause and one close to our hearts. The final event was the Disco at the Notre Dame University Hall 

where many students and staff came together to raise money and have a lot of fun. We wish Kye 

and family many blessings and best wishes for his treatment in the United States. 
 

Congratulations 

Each year a group of senior students are elected to a range of leadership positions including the 

Head Boy and Head Girl of the College. Last week at the College Assembly we congratulated our 

new leaders, Head Boy and Head Girl, Ministry Captain, Cultural Captain and House Captains and 

members of the Student Representative Council for 2017.  
 

Congratulations to Zyran Daniel who received a Principals Commendation 

at the Whole School Assembly. Zyran and his signing Teacher, Ms Sarah 

Highlands can be so proud of his outstanding achievement in signing. 

Thank you to Sarah, Ms Dayana and Mr Din for their efforts helping Zyran 

achieve great milestone in his learning in Pre-primary.  
 

Congratulations to Clara Lippert who was presented with a generous $1000 

scholarship by the Broome Lioness Club for her education in Years 11/12 at St Mary’s College. We 

sincerely thank the Broome Lioness Club for their generous support of Clara.    
 

Congratulations to our St Mary’s students and staff who were presented with a plaque by Mr Vomi-

ero from Broome RSL,  for being the State Runner Up in the 2016 ANZAC Day School Awards.  
 

Congratulations to our St Mary’s students and staff who were presented with special awards by Mr 

Rhys Williams from Youth on Health WA for their outstanding success at the recent YOH Fest in Man-

durah. Congratulations to Shania Hunter and Marcus Scholtes on receiving your individual prizes.   
 

Congratulations to our Aboriginal Teaching Assistants who have completed their Certificate III in 

Education Support. We will celebrate with Annette Bedford, Trisha Francis and Din Hunter at a Grad-

uation Ceremony in 2017.   
 

Shanessa Leak is to be congratulated for her outstanding success at the recent Pilbara Swimming 

Championships.  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Restore us, O Lord, we pray, 
bring us back to that place 

where we once met, 
as shepherds to the stable 
after hearing angels sing. 

Bring us back to that place 
when our love was fresh, 

not embarrassed 
to express itself in praise 

to our heavenly King. 

6th December 2016 

December Events 

Kindy Graduation Gurlibil 7th 

Kindy Graduation  Birndany 8th 

Primary Movie Day 8th 

Students Last Day 9th 
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Graduations 

This week the Year 6 students will enjoy their end of year graduation to celebrate their achieve-

ments during their time as primary students. Congratulations to all our graduating Year 6 students 

who now move onto the next stage of their education journey and we look forward to seeing 

them progress as secondary students.  

Congratulations also to the Kindergarten students will also celebrate a milestone in graduating 

from Kindergarten to Pre-Primary. It is great to see families celebrate a child’s early milestone 

and celebrate their learning. 
 

Performances 

Last week the drama students presented an entertaining Melodrama evening enjoyed by par-

ents, friends and staff. It was a great showcase of their talents in drama and music and the even-

ing was enjoyed by many parents and students. Congratulations to all the student performers, 

and congratulations to Ms Emily Criddle and Ms Robyn Christie for inspiring the students to 

achieve such great success.  Thank you parents, friends and staff for your support in attending, I 

am sure you all agree it was a very entertaining evening. 
 

On Friday evening we were treated to a delightful Christmas Concert by our Primary students 

and staff. The students performed to their proud families some traditional Christmas Carols com-

bining with some contemporary versions.  It was great to hear also the children’s beautiful Christ-

mas messages which were a reminder about the true meaning of Christmas.  Thanks to the ener-

getic staff for the wonderful preparation of the items and for the great rendition of “Santa Claus 

is coming to town”.  
 

Kimberley Trip 

Cley Anderson the Year 7 & 8 Coordinator recently visited several primary schools in the Kimber-

ley region, travelling with Broome Residential College staff, Ms Kristine Van and Ms Norina Hall. 

The visits aimed to highlight the programs and the wonderful learning environment that St Mary’s 

has to offer and to touch base with the families and communities of our current residential stu-

dents. It was a very productive trip, and we thank Mr Cley for his time and effort spent to pro-

mote our College. Thank you also to the Broome Residential College staff for their support. 
 

Year 7 2017 Transition Day  

The Transition Day for the Year 7’s in 2017 went very well for students and teachers. The focus of 

the day was to help our current Year 6’s to transition smoothly and any new students who will join 

us for Year 7 in 2017. The students were given the opportunity to experience the differences be-

tween a primary and a secondary school day and to allow them an insight into what they can 

expect at the start of next year.   
 

Educational Trips 

The last few weeks have been extremely busy with educational camps still taking place. The 

UWA Aspire Progam, West Kimberley Academy rewards camp and the Follow the Dream camps 

all took place. Thank you to all staff involved for your dedication and commitment to these pro-

grams and for ensuring our students make the most of the opportunities available to them. 
 

Reports 

Over the past week I have been reading through student reports. It is pleasing to note the levels 

of achievement and improvement in many students’ reports. All reports will be posted home by 

December 15 and I encourage all parents to take some time with your son/daughter to review 

their progress throughout 2016. This is also a good time to set some goals for the coming year, in 

areas where students can focus on further improving their grades and levels.  
 

Condolences  

We offer our condolences and prayers to Diane Latchman and Nat Giancono and their families 

in the loss of their loved ones in recent times. Last week staff also attended the requiem Mass 

and funeral of Fr Frank Birrell. Fr Frank was Ordained Priest for the Diocese of Broome in 2012, but 

had spent many years working as a Teacher and a Missionary in the Kimberley region much be-

fore this. May they rest in peace.  

 



Staffing and Farewells  

The end of each year is a sad time as we say farewell to some staff who will not be returning to 

work at St Mary’s in 2017. I sincerely thank each person for their dedication and commitment to 

our College. Staff not returning in 2017 include – Patsy Ahern, Gem Boekelman, Danielle Bow-

man, Barbra Friedewald, Natalie Giancono, Jo Glasson, Renee Holmes, Ken Molyneux, Dayana 

Nottage, Sally and Paul Woodbridge. There are also three staff members who are taking 12 

months leave from St Mary’s in 2017, Anthea Demin, Noreen McKee and Paula Sibosado.  

To each of these staff members, and any families and students who may be leaving us at the 

end of term, we extend our very best wishes.  

Quality Catholic Schools Surveys  

Each year, staff and a sample of parents and students in Western Australian Catholic Schools, are 

selected to participate in the Quality Catholic Schools (QCS) Surveys. These surveys provide an 

overview of each school’s performance.  

Data results for St Mary’s College this year identified some key areas where opportunities exist for 

continued improvement. They include enhancing the role clarity and communication between 

the leadership teams and staff, and the need for ongoing professional learning for all staff in 

managing classroom behaviours, which are conducive to an optimal teaching and learning en-

vironment. In 2017, professional learning for staff in Trauma Informed Practices and Positive Be-

haviour Strategies will continue to be implemented across Years K-12.  

The survey recognised that staff are provided with opportunities to undertake professional learn-

ing to continually improve their skills, knowledge and performance. Strengths were shown in 

teachers’ respect for students, quality teaching and engaging practice.  The survey also affirmed 

the existing perception that St Mary’s College has high levels of community engagement, and a 

staff that are committed to achieving positive outcomes for students.  

The results also identified an increased trend of students’ recognition of purposeful learning, stu-

dent motivation and teacher empathy. It shows students have good connectedness while at 

school and feel positive about their school. Students, staff and parents positively recognised the 

opportunities to attend Mass and participate in faith experiences. 

Thank you to all parents, students and staff who participated in the QCS survey this year. I en-

courage all those who are selected for future surveys to participate in these very worthwhile 

sources of information for whole school improvement processes.   

 
End of 2016 / Start of 2017 – Key dates  

Administration 

Our College administration offices will be open until 3.30pm on Wednesday 14 December 2016 

and the College office on the secondary campus will re-open at 8.30am on Monday 23 January 

2017.  

 
Uniform Shop 

The uniform shop located on the secondary campus will be open at 9.00am to 2.00pm from Mon-

day 23 January to Wednesday 25 January prior to the commencement of school (Closed Austral-

ia Day). It will re-open for Monday 30 January, Tuesday 31 January and Wednesday 1 February 

2017.  As it has this year, the uniform shop will be open each week throughout the term on Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday between 7.30am and 10.00am. 

 

School commences    

All Primary and Secondary students commence Day 1 for 2017 on Wednesday February 1. (Class 

lists for primary students will be placed on the Primary Administration windows from Wednesday 

25 January). 
 

Finally, I wish all students and families a very Holy, safe and joyous Christ-

mas. I look forward to returning to work with you all in 2017 



As the year comes to an end we will farewell some staff. Dayana Nottage will be returning to 

Perth after completing her two year secondment. After eight years working at our College, Jo 

Glasson will be moving to the South West to be closer to her family, and Sally Woodbridge will be 

relocating home to Victoria with her family, after being in Broome for 10 years. Ken Molyneux who 

worked as our Special Needs Coordinator for the past eighteen months will be staying in Broome, 

and return to work at the Department of Education and Training.  Ken also provided us with such 

wonderful support in his role on the Primary Leadership Team. Having completed her short term 

contract, Gem Boekelman will leave us, however she will still be working in a relief role in 2017. We 

have two staff taking leave in 2017. Paula Sibosado has accepted a position with Waardi for 2017 

and Noreen McKee is taking a year’s leave however she will be doing some relief work for us in 

2017. We look forward to welcoming Paula and Noreen back in 2018.  Sincere thanks to each 

staff member for their contribution to the College and we will farewell and acknowledge each 

one at the final Assembly.  

 

We are fortunate to have two of our Teachers returning next year, Sarah McPherson and Tim 

Clear. Sarah is rejoining our team after Maternity leave and we are looking forward to having Sa-

rah’s energy and enthusiasm working with the early years once again. Tim has extended his leave 

and will return to us in Semester Two as a Classroom Teacher. It will be wonderful to hear all about 

Tim’s adventures and teaching experiences overseas. 

  

We are excited about new staff who are joining us in 2017. We will welcome Lauren Montgomery, 

Zoe Skewes, Eva Bertram and Brigid Dowden. Lauren is already familiar with the College, as a stu-

dent from Notre Dame University in Broome she completed her teaching practicum in Year One 

in 2015 and has also worked in a relief capacity. With outstanding practicum results and already 

having some experience, she will be an asset to our Early Years team. Zoe Skewes is who is an ex-

perienced Early Years Educator with experience in several regional settings throughout WA joins 

us.  She is moving to Broome with her husband and young son. Zoe has a strength in Literacy 

teaching and learning and has been involved with the Collaborative Learning Project in her cur-

rent school. Eva Bertram will be moving from Victoria and will be taking a six month contract with 

us at the College. Eva has completed a TA Certificate and a Teaching Degree with ACU, and 

comes with diverse experience and an enthusiasm to teach in Broome.  She too will be an asset 

to our Early Years team. Brigid Dowden, who is an experienced upper school teacher also joins us. 

She has a passion for teaching Religious Education, History and Humanities. Brigid is moving to 

Broome with her husband who will be teaching on the Secondary Campus. Brigid has worked 

with Year Seven core learning areas and will be able to offer some fabulous transition opportuni-

ties for our students.  
  

We are blessed to have such high caliber staff coming to work at St Mary’s College and we wel-

come them as they join our team in 2017.  

FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 

FOR THOSE STUDENTS  YEARS 7-10 WHO HAVE NOT YET 

HANDED IN THEIR SUBJECT SELECTION FORMS FOR 

2017 NEED TO DO SO ASAP 

MISS LEA 



ST MARY’S PRIMARY STAFF 2017   

YEAR LEVEL TEACHING STAFF 

ABORIGINAL TEACHING 
ASSISTANT, TEACHING 

ASSISTANTS & 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Kindergarten Kristi Pigram 
Yoshi Hunter Belinda Cox/

Kim Dolby 

Pre Primary L Lauren Montgomery Alecia Sibosado 

Pre Primary S Sarah McPherson Maria Parriman 

Year 1E Ellen Anderson 
Din Hunter 

Sarah Highlands (Interpreter) 

Year 1Z Zoe Skewes Mariah Tolentino 

Year 2E 
Eva Bertram (Sem 1) 

Tim Clear (Sem 2) Sonny Dann 

Year 2C Catherine Newman Prince Hill 

Year 3B Brooke Whyte 
Margie Bin Sali 

Year 3S Samantha Rowe 

Year 4H Hannah Davies 
Annette Bedford 

Year 4P Phillippa Mitchell 

Year 5L Laura Merrick 
Ses Bero 

Year 5J James Ryan 

Year 6R Rebecca Laird Kello McKenna 
Joseph Davies 

Year 6B Brigid Dowden 

Library Di Leitch  

Music Robyn Christie  

Phys Ed Ed Connor  

The Arts Josie Mazzulla & Emily Fryer  

Special Education Needs Centre Valerie Birch & Beth Duplex 

Aideen Duffy 
Julie Heffernan   

Maggie Ryan 
Michelle Kruger 

Trisha Francis 

Reading Recovery/LLI Support 
Melissa Blight, Janenell Kennedy & 

Keryn Moase  

Literacy Support Gwen McDermott Reannan Corpus 

Numeracy Intervention Josie Mazzulla  

0-4 Our Mob Sally Bin Omar Myra Faulds 

Canteen Joselyn Taylor  

Groundsman Murray Johnson  

Administration Sarah Burnett  

Assistant Head of Primary  K-2 Janenell Kennedy  

Assistant Head of Primary  3-6 
Keryn Moase  

Head of Primary Coby Rhatigan  



The 2016 Secondary Visual Art & Technology Showcase 

 

Peoples Choice Winners 

 

Middle School ( Year 7,8,and 9) 

1st—  Sabrina Beuke—Young and Old, Year 9 

2nd—  David Ningella—The Lion Within, Year 9 

Equal 3rd— Mia Woodbridge—Lets be Resilient Together, Year 9 

       Aaliyah Richardson—Dragonfly, Year 8 

 

Highly Commended: Jeremiah Green, Year 9 (Croc), Jasmine Cassidy, Year 9 (Mercy is not for the 

perfect), Billy Broadbent, Year 8 (Still Standing) 

 

Upper School (Year 10, 11 and 12) 

1st-   Juanne Loise Ignacio—Broome History, Year 10 

2nd-  Keely May– Eye See Me, Year 12 

3rd  Marcus Scholtes- Hardy Fish, Year 11 

 

Highly Commended: Anton Diss, Year 12 (Connection), Oliver Wilson, Year 11 (Ink Bird), Rahizah 

Mills, Year 10 (Waterbird), Ruby Hamaguchi, Year 10 (Times Gone By)  

Aaliyah Richardson David Ningella Sabrina Beuke 

Keely May Juanna Ignacio 

Mia Woodbridge 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Shanessa Leak in Year 7 who scooped 

the pool in the recent Pilbara Swimming Championships. 

Shanessa has won a medal in each of the 13 events that 

she competed in. What an amazing effort! 

Shanessa has been swimming for the past 5 years, training 

up to 5 hours each week. Her dedication and talent is shin-

ing through with another outstanding effort!  
 



MELODRAMA 
On Monday night, the 28th of November, the Year 8 and 9 

Drama group performed their Melodrama plays: The Love 

that Wasn’t There and Le Sort De La Foire (The Fate of the 

Fair). These plays were based on their Term 4’s work and 

exploration of ‘Melodrama.’ The plays performed were 

original and entirely the students’ work. Each student was 

involved in the script writing process and took on acting 

and production roles to produce the set, properties, cos-

tume and marketing (publicity) elements of the show. Just 

as is traditional in Melodrama, our audience were involved 

and very vocal; booing the villain and cheering the hero! 

The students involved were incredible, hilarious and ridicu-

lously entertaining; they should be so proud of what they 

produced. 



 

PRIMARY CHRISTMAS CONCERT 



Our Amazing Excursion 

Written by Blake Hill 

 

Last Friday the 25th November we went on an excursion to 

the Broome Waterpark and the museum. We went with our 

class 2S and Miss Catherine’s class 2C. First, we collected 

lots of sand and shells at Town Beach to put on our wind 

chimes. The sand was boiling hot, luckily we had thongs 

and sandals. We split into seven groups on the beach I had 

Drey, Liam, Racky and myself in my group and my mum 

was the boss of the group. I felt so happy. After that we all 

went on the playgroup and played in the water too. I 

played dodgeball with some kids, then we all went to the 

museum. At the museum we did a worksheet where we 

had to find all sorts of cool stuff. I found it all. Then we 

walked back to the water park and had yummy morning 

tea, we had cakes, biscuits and fruit. Finally we went to the 

bus and returned to school. It was a great day!  

Four Square Tournament  
 

The St Mary's Kye Ryan fundraiser 4 square tournament was 

great fun. With an amazing turn out from student. All partici-

pants enjoy the game and following the rules to the "T". 

 

I've had a fun time organising this tournament and watching 

the students follow the listening hearts values of being Responsi-

ble, Respectful and Kind and also trying hard to get into their 

divisions and hold their places on the leaderboard. The support 

from the fellow umpires have been amazing too, I'd like to thank Mr Sonny Dann, Mr Joseph Da-

vies, Mr Ses Bero, Mr James Ryan, Mr Din Hunter and Mr Kello Mckenna I hope that this can be-

come an annual St Mary's event...I'm sure the students would agree.  
The winners are:  

 

Front row left to right 

Ashyirah Albert, Sam 

Stanley,  Dai th i 

Wade, Zelia Tracy 

(ZB), Molly Bowd  

Back row left to right 

Chris Hunter, Ran-

dall Manolis   

Absent :  Jacob 

Gould 



2017 Transition  

Thursday the 24th of November saw the final day of transition for all Year 6 students from St Mary’s 

College along with many students from surrounding Primary schools preparing for their entry to 

our College in 2017. 

Transition activities have been in place since Thursday the 27th of October where 64 Year 6 stu-

dents would venture over to the Secondary campus each Thursday afternoon and participate 

in 55 minute sessions of cooking, drama and art with specialist teachers from the senior school. 

The students were divided into 3 groups and each had the opportunity to cook yummy mini piz-

zas, design fantastic individualised laminated book marks and learn some speculator drama 

techniques over a three week period. 

Last Thursday the Year 6 students had a full day program, where they attended the secondary 

campus and had the opportunity to taste a day in the life of a secondary college student. The 

day started with a welcome from Mr Pepper, Miss Lea and myself, followed by a lock combina-

tion challenge which was entertaining to watch. Congratulations to Jason Dann from Cable 

Beach Primary who was the first to successfully open the tricky three number coded lock. Stu-

dents participated in a science lesson where they had to dissect a chicken wing and searched 

for muscles and tendons, some successfully making the chicken wing dance! All students were 

given a detailed library induction and sent on a library Scavenger Hunt, outlining what our well-

resourced library has to offer in the way of support for their learning. Every student was intro-

duced to our state of the art Maths Pathways program which is another exciting new addition to 

St Mary’s College. There were tours of the College including the West Kimberley Clontarf Acade-

my and Deadly Sista Girlz rooms highlighting the many and varied resources available to all our 

students here at St Mary’s College. 

The students enjoyed the morning tea provided consisting of fruit juice, fruit and freshly baked 

muffins. The day finished with Miss Vicki taking all 64 students for an impromptu dance session 

and I was amazed that within the 40 minute time slot all students comfortable had learnt the 

dance steps  and movements to the song Bills by Lunchbox Lewis. 

According to the students they had a great day with some of the following comments being 

made: 

Joemarwin Lumba, 

“I really enjoyed Science with Mr James and how we dissected the chicken wings, making them 

say hello.”  

Lucy Poon, 

“It was fun to see what we would be doing in high school and spending time on the campus 

with the older students”. 

Hannah Apthomas, 

“It was really fun experiencing what the high school students experience daily. I can’t wait to go 

next year!” 

Kaidi Allen, 

“I am really excited about the idea of the new maths, where you work where you are at not 

where everyone else is at.”  

A big thank you to all the wonderful staff who so kindly gave up their time to help make the 

month long program such a great success. 

Cley Anderson. 

Year 7/8 Co-ordinator. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

2017 SECONDARY SRC 
 

Head Boy – Alex Beuke 
  

Head Girl - Abier Hamaguchi 
  

Sports Captain – JoFrarn Hunter 
  

Cultural Captain – Minmae Pineda 
  

Ministry Captain – Sarah Hill 
 

Ministry Team – Marcus Scholtes and Dakota Leak 
  

O'Brien House Captain – James Abriol 
  

Barbier House Captain – Scartisha Ningella 
  

Rice House Captain – Francis McNally 
  

Ward House Captain – Helena Hungerford-Morgan 
 

YEAR 12  SRC Rep: Jack Wilcox 
 
 

(Years 7 – 11  SRC Rep’s will be elected next year) 

Uniform Shop 2017 
The Uniform Shop will be open: Mon 23rd, 9am—2pm 
      Tues 24th, 9am—2pm 
      Thurs 26th, 9am—2pm  
      Mon 30th,  9am—2pm 
      Tues 31st, 9am—2pm 
 

 
   Once school has commenced it will continue 

its normal trade hours of  
Mon, Wed and Fri 7.30-10am. 

 

School Banking Volunteers Needed !!! 
Firstly, a big “Thank You” to all students who continue to bank with us each week.  
 

Our students really enjoy participating in the Commonwealth School banking program that operates in our 

school every Thursday morning in front Primary Office.  
 

To keep this program running next year we need more volunteers to give at least 30 minutes of your time, 

and you do not need to be available every week as we have a rotating rosters with other volunteers.  
 

If you’re interested and would like to know more about the  

program please contact me on my email: luilynwilson85@gmail.com   

or ph. 0439 902 292. 

Thank You for your Support. 

Luilyn Wilson 

School Banking Coordinator Volunteer 

mailto:luilynwilson85@gmail.com


Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

The P&F association has had a busy end to an extremely productive year. We held final P & F disco for the 

Primary on the 4th November, which was a sparkling success with many sightings of famous celebrities   

including pop princesses and groovy luminaries. We managed to raise $1731.30 which is an awesome ef-

fort, especially in the light of various other fundraisers within the school community at the same time. 

Thank you to all the sponsors, teachers, parents, friends and of course the children who made this happen. 

As our town descends into mango madness and the school year winds down, it is a good opportunity to 

reflect back on 2016 and P&F happenings this year. 

We have had bake stalls, Mothers Day raffles, Auskick Canteen fundraisers, Movie Night and a couple of 

discos also! Most importantly the P&F association of this wonderful college has enabled closer ties within 

parents , teachers and the entire school community. 

We are all convinced that 2017 within the P&F is going to be even better! If you want to have fun, make 

friends and be involved in your children’s schooling then please get involved. 

Our upcoming AGM on the 6th December at 6pm (Occurs the same time as the St Marys College Board 

AGM) is a terrific starting point. Other ways to keep in touch are with our regular meetings during the year 

(not compulsory in the least bit scary we promise) as well as our FB page. We are planning more social 

events within the P&F in 2017 hence being active in our Catholic School Community translates into many 

rewards but its also going to be heaps of fun. In the meantime we would like to wish everyone involved in 

this amazing school a joyous and safe Christmas Holidays. 
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