
We find ourselves at the end of another busy and productive school term and ready for a 

well-deserved holiday break for both staff and students at St Mary’s College. 
 

It was very pleasing to hear what a success our College assembly was last week. Unfortu-

nately, I could not be present as I was away in Perth to attend the National Catholic Edu-

cation Commission Conference. Thank you to Ms Lea Wilson, Head of Secondary for her 

coordination and to the teachers and students who contributed to the assembly. I also 

congratulate all the students who received excellence awards and other community 

awards on their achievements. Thank you to the parents and friends who attended. 

Thanks also to our special guests, Bishop Christopher Saunders , who came to express his 

gratitude to St Mary' College students and staff 

for their participation in the wonderful Year of Ju-

bilee Mass; Councillor Mala Fairborn and Simon 

Penn from the Broome Shire to present an award 

to art student John Bill Quilisadio; Commanding 

Officer, Lieutenant Ayensberg, from Broome Na-

vy Cadets to give us information on their organi-

sation and Mr Bevan Yunupingu and family as  

guest artists playing the didgeridoo and singing 

and dancing in their traditional language and 

dress.   
 

Congratulations to our students who received 

the Sacrament of Confirmation last week. May 

the Holy Spirit live in their hearts and continue to 

strengthen them. Thank you to their teachers 

Keryn Moase, Rebecca Laird, James Ryan, Kello 

McKenna and Ses Bero and to Mrs Jo Bell from 

the Parish for guiding and preparing the students 

so well. I also thank the parents and guardians for 

their support during this special time.  
 

Last week we bid farewell to our guests from Xa-

vier College who returned home to Melbourne 

after another successful cultural exchange expe-

rience. During the July holidays, our St Mary’s students, Rose Hamaguchi, Shadeen Mat-

thews, Charliesha Mung, Erin Victor, Aiden Dann, Stewart Dryden, David Ningella and Ains-

ley Richardson will travel to Melbourne with staff Braden Famlonga and Katie Puertollano. 

We wish our school representatives safe travels and may they have a fantastic experience 

participating in this inspiring program. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

May you always stand as tall as a gum 
tree, Be as strong as the rock Uluru, As 
gentle and still as the morning mist, Hold 
the warmth of the campfire in your heart. 
And may the Spirit of God, the Creator of 
this great south land of Australia, always 
walk with you.       
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July/Aug Events 

Term 3 Commences—All Students 
MON 

18th 

FTD Yrs. 7-9 Port Smith Camp 20-22 

Yr 9’s AFL Mixed Carnival 28th 

Taiji Exchange arrive 
2nd 

Aug 

Taiji Exchange depart 
8th 

Aug 
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NAIDOC week has been a great success at our school and in the wider community.  Special 

acknowledgement to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff who have worked tire-

lessly to engage all our students and staff in the celebrations. The activities and events were 

a great credit to them and the school community wishes to thank them for sharing their cul-

ture so proudly. 
 

Many of our senior students participated in one of the major annual sporting events in this 

region, the Kimberley Cup. The students competed against other Kimberley schools in a 

range of team sports. To Mr Mark Dellar and all the teachers who have encouraged and 

coached our students, a big thank you for your time and commitment in the lead up and 

during this week.  It was fantastic to see students coming together and enjoying themselves 

with such sportsmanship and team work. 
 

Congratulations to Sally Sharp and students, Anna Holmes, Dakota Leak, Tui Warihana and 

Helena Hungerford Morgan who took part in the Australian Brain Bee Challenge. It is a com-

petition for high school students in Year 10 to learn about the brain and its functions, learn 

about neuroscience research and find out about careers in neuroscience.  
 

During the school holidays, two St Mary’s College students, Sarah and Gabrielle Hill will travel 

to Krakow in Poland to join with youth from all around the globe on a spiritual pilgrimage. 

The main goal of WYD is to let youth know about the message of Jesus Christ, in the context 

of a joyful meeting of the Pope, young people and leaders of the Church. We pray for a 

safe journey for Sarah and Gabrielle, may they be blessed with a rewarding experience and 

we look forward to them sharing their experiences with us when they return. 
 

Please note that your children’s school reports will be mailed to you this week. We will then 

follow up with Parent/Teacher nights early in Term 3. You are encouraged to attend and 

please provide us with any feedback, which is very valuable in your child’s learning journey. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our staff, students and families a happy and safe 

holiday.  



Sacrament of Confirmation 2016 
Last Saturday night, 31 St Mary’s students received the Sacrament of Confirmation at Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Cathedral.  It was a wonderful community celebration led by Bishop Christopher, Monseigneur Paul 

and Father Marcelo.  The candidates were wonderfully prepared by the Year Six teaching team led by Mr 

James, Miss Rebecca, Mr Kello and Mr Ses at the Retreat Day. Congratulations to these students and their 

families for making the commitment to their faith through this Sacrament.    



Catholic Youth Summit – Notre Dame, Fremantle 
 

The Catholic Youth summit, held in the Notre Dame campus of Fremantle, Perth, was an inspiring and in-

sightful event, focusing on Catholic schools around Australia, how they can be improved and ways that 

students can assist in raising awareness, on issues in today’s society. Myself and three other students, lis-

tened to many amazing talks given by young people and different lecturers at the university, on the factors 

that make up a Catholic school and ways that we can help to improve how it is operated. We attended 

the summit with many schools around Perth and other parts of 

Australia, giving us the opportunity to talk to young people 

who we could closely relate to, about our school’s Catholic 

Education, and how it could be improved. For me personally, 

the focus on the current refugee and asylum seeker crisis was 

a principle part of the summit. With it being an initial interest 

of mine, some of the talks both first-hand experiences and 

people standing up for human rights, gave me a better and 

more personal understanding on the issue, along with small 

ways myself and my school can make a difference. We 

heard a personal experience of a former child solider, Fablice 

Manirakiza, who escaped his army life in Burundi Africa, at 

age 11. He was then based in a Tanzanian refugee camp, 

fighting his way into Australia, becoming an icon for all refu-

gees through his past experiences and tragedies. The Youth summit was a time to acknowledge the cur-

rent place of our catholic education, obtain a deeper awareness of issues in today’s society, and to recog-

nize how we ourselves can take action. Gabrielle Hill 
       

The Best part of the Catholic Youth Summit were the inspiring talks given by Fablice and Mimmi. 

Fablice's talk was about his hard past but how his faith lead him to find a new life as a rapper in Melbourne 

as a refugee. Mimmi's talk showed how she was able to a make change in women's lives in her country. 

The experience helped us in our faith and leadership skills, it also helped us to enhance our participation in 

the life and mission of the Catholic School community and beyond. Overall the summit was an amazing 

learning experience. Grace Strain 
  

The Catholic Youth Summit was an inspirational event that I would recommend to anyone and everyone. 

At first I was unsure what to expect from the day but I ended up enjoying the whole experience. I enjoyed 

being able to make new friends from across Western Australia and I loved the fact that we were all inspired 

to change the world one way or another. At the summit we discussed some of the issues around the world 

and I was amazed at the knowledge everyone at the summit had. and how alike we all were by wanting it 

to change.  Overall, it really was an amazing and inspirational experience that I would want to be a part of 

in the future. Dakota Leak 



 

 



 



Football 
 

On Friday 17th June over 40 eager Football and 
Netball players from St. Mary’s College Primary ar-
rived at the Primary Campus at 5.45 in the morning! 
It was a dark and early start to what was going to be 
a huge day for theses sporting legends.  
 

The Football team have been extremely lucky to 
have a panel of coaches that would be the envy of a 
senior’s team in the West Kimberley Football 
League, let alone a school football team.  
Joseph Davies, Sonny Dann, Kello McKenna and 
Din Hunter have all been at training on Wednes-
days offering the students some brilliant advice and 

taking them through some quality training drills and match practice simulation. Joseph and Sonny were 
given the coaching duties on the day and had full confidence in 
their game plan and the ability of their team.  After going down 
to Derby District in the first game of the day the team really 
came together and played an exciting brand of football thereaf-
ter. St. Mary’s dominated the rest of the day, easily accounting 
for all of the other Broome schools, as well as Holy Rosary and 
Looma.  
It was great to see the team having a lot of fun with each other, 
helping each other out with shepherds and bumps, as well as 
linking up with each other using some brilliant handballing skills.  
At the end of the day, Derby District got through the carnival un-
defeated so St. Mary’s had to be content with runner’s up. Con-
gratulations must go to Udi Bin Swani who won a football for 
being voted as our best player for the day, and also Marcell 
Wynne who was voted as the player who showed the most spirit 
on the day.  
 

Netball by Ebonee Hutchinson Brown 
On Friday the 17th of June, our year 5 and 6 Netball Champion’s jumped abroad the winning bus to Der-
by for our Interschool Netball Carnival. The girls had been training for weeks ahead and although weary 
eyes at 5.45am they woke up quickly getting into team chants and cheering for the 2 and half hour bus 
ride to Derby. The fight was on of who could cheer the loudest between the girls and the Football Inter-
school team. We arrived at Derby District High School in the nick of time. 18 of our finest netball stars 
boarded the bus, however we lost one to travel sickness and away to the sickbay she went, whilst the 
last 17 girls proudly put on their bibs for the beginning of a great day. The day was strenuous as both 
our divisions competed against Broome North, Cable Beach, Derby District 1 and 2, Roebuck, Holy Ro-
sary and Broome Primary. Our amazing coaches Amarah Treacy, in division A, and Luilyn Wilson, in 
division B, worked hard with the girls preparing tactics and cheering to the point of losing their voices. 
To finish an amazing day, in the blistering sun, our division B girls came out as Runner Up Champions! 
Lahani Dobly and Elly Sara our MVP’s for the day, were chosen very carefully for their spectacular net-
ball talents, ‘wooing’ all the crowds and for their abilities to keep up the camaraderie and team spirit 
throughout the day. A huge congratulations and thank you goes out to all those who participated, our 
umpires/ coaches and staff, who all made the day a very memorable one! 



NAIDOC Day celebrations at St. Mary’s Secondary 
campus included two workshops by outstanding pre-
senters who we were privileged to host at our school.  
 

In our Storytelling workshop, Mrs Sally Bin Demin 
and Mrs Daisy Howard shared their deep knowledge 

of Broome from its beginnings to the thriving town we now know.  
 

Mrs Bin Demin is the author of the book Once in Broome and 
both she and Mrs Howard are intrinsic parts of the cultural core 
of Broome. The storytelling workshop was very much appreciat-
ed by our students and we thank both these iconic ladies for 
sharing their experiences and knowledge with us. 

 

Our second work-
shop was a hands 
on challenge for 
our students with 
Mr. Brenton Mcken-
na running two ro-
tating sessions on how to create a picture book. Mr. 
McKenna is the celebrated author of the Ubby’s Underdogs 
series and is a Broome local. Under his tutelage, our      
students learned to trust their inner eye and draw with      
meaning.  

They greatly enjoyed his stories of his beginnings as a naughty student at St. Mary’s College who was 
saved by his discovery of art! Mr. McKenna will be helping us with the Write-A-Book-In-A-Day competi-
tion in Term Three.  

 

 
Joshua Button is a young artist who has just launched his  
second picture book, “Steve goes to Carnival” with Magabala Books in 
Broome last week.  
 

Joshua grew up with his family in Broome, and went to school at St 
Mary’s College. This is where he met his mentor, his co-author and 
friend, Robyn Wells who worked with him in a literacy program.  Robyn 
recognised Joshua’s talent very quickly and together they worked on 
the first picture book “Joshua and the Two Crabs, which was published 
by Magabala Books in 1988.  
 

Joshua’s speech at the launch of his latest book was very poignant and 
inspiring. In his acknowledgements he also spoke highly of many of his St Mary’s teachers from his pri-
mary days through to his senior years in the secondary before completing his high school education.  
Joshua still remains very much a part of our St Mary’s College family, where he now works part-time in 
our Special Needs Centre as a Teacher Assistant.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS JOSHUA – WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU. 



 Clontarf Visit Broome Shire 
                                                              

Last week three of our 

junior SMC Clontarf Lead-

ers joined up with the 

BSHS boys to deliver our 

Clontarf Pillar presenta-

tion to the Broome Shire 

Counsellors. Corey Button, 

Patrick Kitchener and 

Robert Wynne did a fan-

tastic job explaining to 

the counsellors what they 

do as a member of the 

Clontarf West Kimberley 

Academy. This included 

examples of the Clontarf 

Pillars, education, em-

ployment, leadership, well

-being, community part-

nerships and sport.  

Year 8 Maths Pathways Maths 
The Year 8.3 Maths class put their    
money skills to good use by purchasing 
vegetables to grow in their vegie      
garden. They had a budget of $10.00 
each to purchase a vegetable of choice. 
They calculated the cost and change. 
They then went back to school to plant 
them according to the measurement            
instructions on the labels.  



VET Hospitality 
 

During term 2 VET Hospitality students have 
been learning to be Baristas using a commer-
cial coffee machine. Megan Campbell is now 
a qualified Barista & Ben Lake is also working 
towards his certificate II in Hospitality. 

Science Garden 

 

In term 2 Year 9 Science Pathways students prepared 

and planted a Science garden mainly vegetables like let-

tuce, tomatoes, celery, capsicum and chillies. The stu-

dents were given plots to work with and created a Scare-

crow to ward off birds and pests. Many thanks to Miss 

Lily, Miss Rose and Ms Bette for their support. 

Are you prepared to have fees paid in full by the end of this year?  
Would you like some assistance?   
  

Wow – half way through the school year already! Therefore 
Term 3 school fees will soon be billed.  
 
This year the various camps and excursions have been 
billed on the fees statement, now including the Melbourne 
Exchange, Taiji Exchange, TEE Revision Courses and the 
Performing Arts Trips. 
 
We hope this makes it easier to track your progress of pay-
ment of all costs. If you would like to pop in and see Amy 
Hyett at any time, you are welcome to set up a payment 
arrangement to start paying these fees in instalments 
across the remainder of this year.   
  
There are many options for payment of school fees, and 
families are encourage to speak with Amy to determine the 
best way to make payment.  Fees can be paid using either 
cash at the reception on Secondary Campus, Cheque, 
EFTPOS, direct bank transfer, BPAY or Centrepay.   

Canteen 

Reminder all orders need to be placed by 8.30am, and please no phone orders.  



PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS SECONDARY – Online Bookings 

To co-ordinate the interviews we have employed an online booking system to assist parents in securing 
their preferred interview times. We have activated a Parent/Teacher interview booking portal to allow you 
to consult with the teachers of your son/daughter. Secondary will be utilising this new application first for 
the next round of Parent/Teacher interviews which are scheduled on the 26th July 2016 – 3rd Term. The 
Bookings are ready to be submitted as of now and can be accessed via a Blue Button on the school 
website on the right hand side of the School website Home page. http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/ 
(Please note; Google Chrome & Firefox Web Browsers are recommended and preferred)  

The booking system will only be accessible from the set allocated time periods through to the set end 
time. After that parents can no longer make bookings.  No interview requests will be accepted outside of 
these times.  

Year 8/9 Dance 
Group entertained 
the guests at West 
Kimberley Health 
Youth Focus  
Forum. 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to Krystina Smith and all the volunteers that worked at the Auskick Canteen last weekend.  The morning 
was a great success with over $1,000 raised.  It was a wonderful morning of volunteers getting to know each other 
better and a great opportunity for St Mary’s to be supported by the wider community.   
 
Our Parent Voice 
Our parent voice is being heard through representatives from our parent community.  I have recently travelled to 
Perth to attend a variety of meetings on behalf of parents of children at Catholic schools from the Kimberley region.  
I am also a state representative of parents of children from Catholic schools in rural and remote areas. 
Firstly I attended a Parents & Friends Federation of WA (PFFWA) meeting as a PFFWA Kimberley region Council-
lor.  St Mary’s College has been affiliated with PFFWA for many years and I have been a voluntary councillor since 
2013.  At this meeting we discussed many issues including OLNA testing conditions, Naplan data, review of policies 
with the Catholic Education Commission, feedback on the PFFWA conference and parent facilitated learning to fur-
ther engage parents in the children’s education.   
I also attended a Rural and Remote Education Advisory Council meeting for a day.  This meeting included a visit to 
the School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE) and I was truly inspired by the passion of the teachers and 
leaders at SIDE.  St Mary’s currently has students enrolled in SIDE subjects and I am confident they have all the 
support possible from SIDE to succeed. 
I also had the privilege to attend a meeting as an observer of Catholic School Parents Australia (CSPA).  CSPA is 
the national representative body for parents with children in Catholic schools.  I met parents from all over Australia 
and I was proud to be a voice for the Kimberley region and St Mary’s College. 
If you have any questions about the meetings 
that I attended or indeed any P&F queries, I 
would love to hear from you. 
Nat Giancono 
P&F President 
 
M 0400 431 976 

giancono.natalie@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

 
P&F DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Saturday 30 July – Cake Stall at the Boulevard 
Monday 1 August – P&F Meeting Primary Staf-
froom 7pm 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

 PNF CAKE STALL SATURDAY JULY 30TH 
@ BOULEVARD 

We will need folks to "man the stall" in shifts + donate baked goods by loving school families.. Cakes, Muffins, Cookies, Iced 
Biscuits, Popcorn Cups & Fudge, Lolly Bags, Slices & Loaves... + Any items that are labelled "allergy friendly" are VERY          
welcome- Egg, Dairy, Nut Free. IF you can help in anyway Nat Giancono is the contact person  - 0400431976. Thank you in       
advance!! 
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