
Mary Help of Christians is officially celebrated each year on May 24. The title of Mary Help of Christians is 
associated with the defence of Christian Europe, the north of Africa and the Middle East from non-Christian 
peoples during the Middle Age. In 1572, the Islamic Ottoman Empire intended to invade Christian Eu-
rope. Pope Pius V called Christian armies from all over Europe to defend the continent and asked the believ-
ers to pray to Mary in order. The defeat of the Muslim Turks was attributed to the intercession of Mary un-
der this title. The Feast of Our Lady Mary Help of Christians has been celebrated in Australia since 1844 and 
recognises Mary as the Patroness of Australia.  
 

Mary Help of Christians - College Feast Day    
On Friday we celebrated the feast of our College Patron, Mary Help of Christians. This year we inaugurated 
a walking procession with a statue of Mary from Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral incorporating praying 
of the Rosary. Participating in the procession were over 30 people including our Clergy, Year 6-12 SRC mem-
bers, College Staff, Broome CEWA and Notre Dame Staff,  parents and parishioners. Upon arrival at the Col-
lege, Fr Marcello celebrated Mass and concelebrating was Monsignor Paul Boyers. Our wonderful College 
Choir conducted by Tania McKenna accompanied the Mass which led to a day of celebration incorporating a 
range of House activities organised by our House Coordinators and staff. The day is always a highlight on 
our College calendar and my sincere thanks to everyone including parents who assisted with this year’s 
Feast day to make it such a memorable occasion for our students.  
 

50th Anniversary Jubilee and Year of Mercy Mass – Thursday June 2  
An important reminder that Broome Diocese is holding the 50th Anniversary Jubilee and Year of Mercy 
Mass at the Broome Civic Centre at 5.30pm. Bishop Saunders has invited all 13 Catholic schools in the Kim-
berley and representatives from communities to attend. I would like our College to be well represented by 
parents, staff and students. Students attending with their family are asked to please wear their full school 
uniform. The Guest of Honour will be a Representative of the Holy Father, the Papal Nuncio, who resides in 
Canberra. There will also be fourteen Australian Bishops, and a host of guests from Catholic Education WA 
and Notre Dame Australia, as well as guests from all parts of Australia and overseas.  
 

Recent Visitors and Capital Development Panel visit  
Last week, Sr Angela Slattery IBVM who is a Loreto Sister visited us to catch up with many current and for-
mer staff and students in Broome. Sr Angela taught at St Mary’s School from 1979 to 1985. We also wel-
comed the Catholic Education WA, Capital Development Plan (CDP) panel members who spent a day tour-
ing the campus and meeting with our College Leadership Team, Board Chair Dean Newton and architect Sue 
Thomas from Engawa Architects to discuss our current CDP application.      
 

Year 12 Ball  
On Friday 13 May, the College Ball for Year 11 & 12’s was held at Cable Beach Club. Our students enjoyed a 
wonderful evening of dance and good company. The Ball was a credit to our Year 12 Cultural Captain, Sha-
nia Hunter, and her team of student helpers and to our Year 12 Coordinator Rebecca Famlonga for the over-
all organisation of the Ball. Thank you to everyone who assisted to make it such a memorable event, includ-
ing our Year 10 student helpers and Michael Lake for his great silhouettes of Great Gatsby characters and to 
Ms Kara Kelso for teaching our students their dance steps.            
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Gospel Assembly 2C 27th 
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Kindy and Secondary School Photos 30th 

Primary School Photos  31st 
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Primary Inter House Cross Country Carnival 
Also on Friday 13 May, our Primary Cross Country Carnival was held. It was great to see every student giving the 
event their very best effort and to see such an amazing turn out of parents, carers, grandparents and friends of the 
College come along to cheer on the competition. A special thanks to Ed Connor for his overall organisation and coor-
dination of the day.   
 

“Our Mob as First Educators” Program  
On Thursday May 19, Monsignor Paul Boyers officially 
launched the 0-4 Year Old “Our Mob as First Educa-
tors” Program, established within our school to im-
prove the later academic achievement, wellbeing and 
development of children. Although operating since 
October 2015 and having over 50 families registered, 
the official launch was an opportunity to acknowledge 
the outstanding work by many people including Pro-
ject Co-ordinator Janenell Kennedy, Sally Bin Omar 
our Playgroup Facilitator, Myra Faulds and Scott Wil-
son our Family Liaison Officers and Head of Primary 
Coby Rhatigan. We also thank all program partners 
including Catholic Education WA, our Community and 
Parent Advisory Group, Alive & Kicking Goals, Jalygurr 
Guwan Aboriginal Corporation and the Marnja Jarndu 
Women’s Refuge. 
 

Mid -Year Exams and Tests 
Secondary Mid-Year Examinations and Tests for Years 11 and 12 are just over a week away. Students in Years 7-10 
will also undergo tests and exams in the coming weeks. Students should ensure they are well prepared so they can 
achieve their best. Examinations and tests give students valuable opportunities to refine revision skills and to devel-
op examination techniques. No St Mary’s parent should accept a claim by their child that they have no study to do 
at home. As a parent, change your question from “Do you have any homework tonight?” to “What are you going to 
study tonight?” The Homework Centre is open in the library each Monday to Wednesday and extra help with sub-
jects is available from the student’s teacher at school. Teachers are also available for questions and clarification via 
email from parents and students.  
 

Students in Science Engineering Discovery and Challenges   
Last week 54 of our Year 5 & Year 6’s along with 96 of our Year 8 -10 students were involved in the Science and En-
gineering Days held at the Broome Civic Centre.  The days are a joint project by the University of Newcastle and lo-
cal communities aimed at inspiring young people to consider a career in the sciences, engineering or other technol-
ogy-related areas. The students had a rich day of hands on learning involving tasks including designing and firing a 
catapult, designing and building vehicle suspension systems, wiring up a virtual city, building furniture models and 
earthquake proof structures, making a bionic hand and building and testing bridges. Thank you to Newcastle Univer-
sity and Broome Lions Club for sponsoring the days and to our staff and parents who assisted with this wonderful 
experience.    

 



All Year 11 and 12 students should be aware that their 1st Semester Exams will begin on June 1 and will conclude on 
June 10.  Any student who is enrolled in 4 or more ATAR subjects is permitted to stay at home during this time and 
attend school only when their exams are being held. 
Any student who does 3 or less ATAR subjects is permitted to have the day immediately before their exam off as a 
final study day but is expected at the College, in normal classes at all other times.   
Any Year 11 or 12 student who will not be sitting any exams on the schedule below is expected in normal classes dur-
ing this time.   

 
 

2016 Year 11/12 Semester 1 Examination Timetable 

 
 

Date Time Year 12 Year 11 

  
Wed  

01/06 

  
  
  

All Exams 

will start at 

8:40am 
  
  
  

Rooms will 

be  

allocated 

next week 

  
Chemistry      3 hrs 

General Visual Art     1 hr 
  

  
Chemistry     3 hrs 

  
Thur 

02/06 

  
ATAR English     3 hrs 

  

  
ATAR English     3 hrs 

  

  
Fri 03/06 

  
Mathematics Specialist  2 ½ hrs 

Mathematics Applications  2 ½ hrs 
  

  
Mathematics Applications 2 ½ hrs 

  
Wed  

08/06 

  
ATAR Religion and Life  3 hrs 

  
ATAR Religion and Life  3 hours 

  

  
Thur 

09/06 

  
Physics     3 hrs 

  

  
Physics      3 hours 

Physical Education Studies  2 ½ hrs 
Modern History   2 ½ hrs 

ATAR Art     2 ½ hrs 
  

  
Fri 10/06 

  
Mathematics Methods   2 ½ hrs 

  

  
Human Biology     3 hrs 

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                           Leanne Wilson 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to the following students for their outstanding achievement at the recent ‘Life without Barriers’ - 
Youth Week Awards.  
Malakhi Puertollano Year 7 - Winner of the Young Carers Award 
Tui Warihana Year 10 – Winner of the Entrepreneurship Award   
April Ford Year 12 – Winner of Training and Education Award  
Shanessa Leak Year 7 – Runner up Sport and Recreation Award 
Anna Holmes Year 10 – Runner up Community Spirit 
Award  
Shania Hunter Year 12 – Runner up Aboriginal Leader-
ship Award  
 
Congratulations to all members of our Secondary Girls 
Football Team who won the recent interschool competi-
tion held in Derby.  Thanks to Ms Rebecca, Ms Michelle 
and Mr Mark for all your work to prepare the girls for this 
great record breaking win of three consecutive years as 
Football Champions of the West Kimberley.    
 
 



FEAST DAY 2016 



 

 



 

WALARBA BUGARRI  
 FOLLOW THE DREAM PARTNERSHIPS FOR SUCCESS UPDATE 
 
We are pleased to welcome 10 new students, who have enrolled in the 
Follow the Dream program. 35 students are now part of this            
educational support /enrichment program for aspiring Indigenous   
students. Students must have a high school attendance rate and be 
motivated to succeed.  
Just a reminder the study centre is open throughout the term, 2:15pm-

4:15pm Monday – Thursday. We have new ATAR English study sessions on Mondays. 
 

The Combined Universities of Western Australia Visit 
Year 10 and 11 Student from Follow the Dream met up with representatives from all the WA uni-
versities to chat over a milkshake at the Boulevard. Students were able to discuss plans for the fu-
ture and university entry options. 
 

Dates for the diary: 

Year 7/8 Compact signing Ceremony, Mangrove Hotel, Thursday 26th May 5:45pm (Term 2 Week 5) 
This ceremony is for all new Year 7/8 students and their parents to formally join the program and includes a dinner, some fun 
activities with prizes and guest speakers. A letter has been given to students RSVP by Monday 23rd May. 
 

Year 8-9 Middle School Camp to Port Smith: Tuesday 19th- Friday 22nd July (Term 3 Week 1)  
This cultural camp to Port Smith includes fishing, crabbing, music, guest speakers, a quiz night, a talent quest and teambuild-
ing activities. Students must have regular school attendance, study centre attendance and maintained good grades. Notes will 
go out to eligible students later in the term. 
 

University of Western Australia School of Indigenous Studies are offering a num-
ber of opportunities: 
 

Year 10 Science Camp (school holidays 11th -15th July) 
The UWA school of Indigenous Studies are offering a Year 10 Science Camp in the 
next holidays.  
 

WACE Revision Camp (School holidays 10th – 15th  July) 
UWA SIS are running a study camp, open to Year 11 &12 students studying at least 3 
ATAR subjects aiming for entry into UWA. 
 

Paul Woodbridge 
Follow the Dream - Partnerships for Success Coordinator 
Tel: 9194 9566 woodbridge.paul@cathednet.wa.edu.au 
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West Kimberley Clontarf Academy 10 year Anniversary Alumni Dinner  

Late last Term the WKA hosted a dinner for special guests and Alumni at the Pearl Luggers in 

town.  

The dinner marked the 10th anniversary of the West Kimberley Academy and was attended by  

Member for Durack Melissa Price, Clontarf CEO Gerard Neesham and 45 WKA alumni as well as 

past and present staff. Highlights of the night included a Clontarf Pillars Presentation by the cur-

rent WKA year 12s and a ”On The Couch” session with alumni (SMC graduates Brennon Charlie, 

Sonny Dann, Rahim Bin Hitam) who shared with the other attendees messages that may provide 

them with direction in their own lives. Alumni expressed their desire to become more involved in 

the Academy and will become a resource that can be tapped into in the future. The night also 

featured year by year photo stories which brought back great memories and laughter, particu-

larly for the Alumni. It gave the guests a great feel for how the Academy has progressed over 

the years. 
 

A big thank you must go to Willie Creek Pearls who kindly donated the venue and was organ-

ised by SMC alumni and current Willie Creek employee Rahim Bin Hitam, Michael Lake for at-

tending on behalf of the school and the year 11 hospitality boys who were very professional in 

their roles as waiters on the night. 

Seeking Parent Helpers 
 

Do you have a spare 20 minutes each morning to hear students read? 

We are looking for parent helpers in the Secondary School to listen to students read, using a par-

ticular resource, for 15 minutes each morning from 7.40-8.00am.  

Whether you can do one morning, three mornings or 5 mornings, all contributions would be wel-

comed! 

This initiative will make a significant difference to student literacy however we need some peo-

ple power! If you are able to help out, it would be much appreciated! 

Volunteers require a Working With Children Check. 
 

Please contact Diana Jans on: 91949504 or jans.diana@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

Thankyou! 
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Primary House Cross Country Carnival  
 

The 2016 Primary House Cross Country Carnival was held on Friday May 13th at the Primary Campus. After 

weeks of practice during our Physical Education classes and some early morning training sessions down 

at Cable Beach the whole school was ready to put in their best effort on the day. Here at St. Mary’s Col-

lege Primary we are extremely fortunate to have the perfect Cross Country track on which to compete; 

there is a change of terrain and vegetation which make it challenging and rewarding. The day started 

off with the little champion Kindy runners doing a lap of the track. It was such an incredible sight to see all 

of the parents and carers at the starting line taking photos of the little ones on the big day – I’m sure a 

few tears were shed as the students sprinted off into the distance. Then each class ran their races over 

the course of the morning, with some magnificent support and cheering from the rest of the school. The 

Sports Captains did a marvellous job on the day, from helping with the setup of the carnival to the actual 

running of the day putting on zinc stripes and handing out ribbons and medals – well done! There were a 

lot of other people on the day who helped – Murray and Kim for setting up the fences, bunting and the 

finish line, the staff who helped set up the shades, staff and parent helpers around the course who were 

encouraging the students on, the scorers, announcers, results recorders and the classroom teachers who 

prepared and encouraged their students with both their running and their cheering. The atmosphere 

around the finish line was electric thanks to all of the students cheering and clapping on the competitors. 

Because of this atmosphere the performances that some of our students put in were inspirational – it still 

amazes me how much they can rise to the occasion.  

The points for the shield were a lot closer this year, with Ward once again coming out on top for the third 

year in a row!! Congratulations must go to Ward and to all of the individual medal winners listed below. 

 

1st Ward 2nd Barbier 3rd O’Brien 4th  Rice 

1750 1540 1390 1030 



Careers Week – at SMC Secondary 
 

Our recent Careers Week was a great success, and included exposure to a variety of careers in and 

around Broome. The week consisted of school visits and excursions to local business and organisations, 

including the Year Nine students taking part in ‘speed careering’, other visits included a visit to the 

Broome Airport, The Yawuru Rangers, NRT, Notre Dame University and Shell Work Inspirations. The week 

culminating with a Careers Expo on Friday, in spite of the expo being rain affected all our Year 8-12 stu-

dents managed to attend and explore over 30 businesses and organisations. We hope the week gave 

students the opportunity to discover training and work opportunities in Broome and beyond. We wish to 

thank the following organisations for their help in making the week a success: the WA Combined Universi-

ties, North Regional TAFE, Notre Dame University, Shell (Work Inspirations), Woodside Energy Ltd (WASP 

Science), the Kimberley Health Professionals, Broome Airport, The Yawuru Rangers and the Broome Ca-

reer’s Expo Committee and all exhibitors. 
  

 



LIBRARY NEWS 
 

The Secondary Library has had a Library Catalogue search terminal installed this week much to 

the pleasure of students and myself! Special thanks to Mr Mark for his time and I.T. expertise in 

making this happen. Students are now able to independently look up books and locate re-

sources needed. 
 

I ask parents to check book shelves at home for any St Mary’s Library books, both text books and 

fiction. We have a number not returned from previous years and it would be greatly appreciated 

if these stray books could be returned. A “St Mary’s” barcode label is located on the back of 

books as well as a school stamp on the title page. I thank you in advance for your support in this 

request as it will save the College much money. Please have your child drop it off in the return 

tub in the library. 
 

Ms Angela 

Miss Hannah’s Year 4 News 

This term in class 4H we have prepared ourselves for the Cross Country Carnival. Every morning we 

had a class lap-a-thon to make sure we were fit and ready to run! We are also participating in Take 

the Challenge this term, making sure we understand the importance of living and eating healthy! 
 

Our integrated humanities and literacy learning this term is based on the text My Place by Nadia 

Wheatley. We are exploring our own family history, timelines, Aboriginal culture and summarising key 

ideas that we read in the text. 
 

Miss Hannah  

Yr 4 Teacher 

 



  
Term 2 school fees have now been billed and posted to you in the mail. If you would like to pop in and 

see Amy Hyett at any time, you are welcome to set up a payment arrangement to start paying these 

fees in instalments across the year.   

There are many options for payment of school fees, and families are encourage to speak with Amy to 

determine the best way to make payment.  Fees can be paid using either cash at the reception on Sec-

ondary Campus, Cheque, EFTPOS, direct bank transfer, BPAY or Centrepay.   

Is your son or daughter attending the Performing Arts Festival Trips this year? Or perhaps been selected 

to attend Melbourne Exchange?  

If so this will be added to your fee account, and a new statement sent to you, by the end of Week 4 

once the students attending have been finalised. You can make payment using the same payment op-

tions listed on your fees statement. Please contact Amy Hyett should you require any further information.  

Do you hold a valid Centrelink Health Care Card (means tested) or Centrelink Pensioner Concession 

Card?  

 
If you hold a valid Centrelink Health Care Card (means tested) or Centrelink Pensioner Concession 

Card, please drop in to see Amy Hyett to present your card. This card, provided it is means tested and 

lists your children on the card, will entitled you to discounted school fees.  If you hold either card, you will 

also be able to establish a payment arrangement via Centrepay. Please see Amy for any information.  

Roebuck Bay Working Group Stencil Painting 
 

The Year 10 Art students 

spent Monday morning 

painting stencils onto the 

pavement at the corner 

of Dakas St and Port Drive 

to remind everyone of the 

very important message 

that everything we throw 

on the ground might find 

its way into the drain sys-

tem which goes straight 

out into the bay. Protect-

ing Roebuck Bay is the 

focus of the Roebuck Bay 

Working Group and Kan-

dy Curran came down to 

facilitate the painting. 

Good job girls.  



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE  

 

I hope all the wonderful mothers and significant women in our      

children’s lives were sufficiently spoiled with love on Mother’s Day.    

Congratulations to all our Mother’s Day Raffle winners and thank you 

again to our sponsors that made the raffle possible.  Funds raised 

were over $1300.  A big thank you to Anji Sam and  

Katrina Comito for the coordination of the raffle. 

 

NEW SECRETARY 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive THANK YOU to 

Holly Snell for her role as Secretary with the P&F and all of the work 

that she has done to keep the P&F running smoothly.  We wish you all 

the best with your new addition to your family in the coming weeks.  

Our new secretary will be elected at our next meeting. 

 

NEXT P&F MEETING 

Tuesday 24 May 

Primary Staff Room 

7pm 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
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