
End of Term  

It was pleasing to see the good levels of attendance at school and many happy faces back after 

the Easter break. Very quickly we seem to be at the end of Term 1. We can look back and reflect 

on all that has been achieved in our first term of 2016. Firstly, would be the settling in of the youngest 

members of our school community and how well they have achieved this. Kindergarten students 

now have commenced to understand the structure of the days of the week at school and are 

working very well in their classroom environments and our Year 7 students who transitioned very 

smoothly to high school.  It has been a very busy and productive term for every student at St Mary’s 

College, and early next term our Year 12 students will be very excited coming back into prepara-

tions for their Senior Ball in May. 

My sincere thanks to the whole St Mary’s College Community, parents, caregivers and staff for your 

dedication and commitment to make it all happen for our students. 
 

Interschool Swimming Carnivals  

Congratulations to both our swimming squads who represented our College at last week’s Inter-

school Swimming Carnivals. Both Primary and Secondary Swim Teams trained tirelessly with their 

coaches and represented us very well. The Primary Team are to be congratulated for winning the 

Interschool Shield for the second consecutive year, and our Secondary Team is congratulated for 

their second place result. Mr Ed Connor and Mr Mark Dellar will report in more detail. We are all very 

proud of our great student efforts and achievements at the carnivals. Well done to all students who 

represented and supported St Mary’s College and a big thank you to Mr Ed, Mr Mark and all staff 

and parents who supported and assisted with the teams.     
 

Caritas Fundraising  

Thank you again to our College community for the efforts towards raising money and awareness 

with students of the very worthy Caritas Appeal. The total amount collected so far by our College is 

$4,521 with the possibility of small amounts still coming in. The final amount will be presented in the 

form of a cheque to Bishop Saunders.  
 

Whole College Assembly  

On Wednesday April 6 commencing at 8.30am, we will hold our Whole College Assembly for Term 1. 

The assembly will be in the Secondary undercover area. This assembly is an opportunity to recognise 

outstanding achievement by students from K-12 throughout Term 1. Please come along to help cel-

ebrate the successes of our term.  
 

Taiji Cultural Exchange  

During the school holidays a group of students representing St Mary’s College will travel to our sister 

town Taiji in Japan on a cultural exchange. The group will be visiting other major cities on the way 

to Taiji such as Osaka, Kyoto and Hiroshima. Our young ambassadors will then spend 5 days in Taiji 

town living with Japanese families, attending the Taiji Junior High School and visiting significant  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Lord, We thank you for all who work at St Mary’s College 
Bless their hearts with Your love, joy and peace. Season their 
words and their minds with Your patience and kindness.  
When they respond to a broken-hearted child - show them 
how to be big-hearted.  
When they reach out to a rebellious teen - remind them to be 
obedient to You.  
When they advise a lonely mature student - help them to be 
Christ Jesus to them. 
When they give advice to a discouraged colleague - give them 
helpful and encouraging words.  
When they speak to parents and friends- grant them the gift of hospitality. 
Amen 
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cultural sites. St Mary’s College has very strong historical and cultural links with Japan dating back from 

1908. Three of the students travelling this year have direct links to the town nearby where their Grandfather 

came from to work in our pearling industry in 1955. Staff accompanying them will be Ms Anthea Demin, Ms 

Amy Hyett and myself. 
 

West Kimberley Clontarf Academy Celebration - On Thursday night, the Clontarf Academy staff and stu-

dents celebrated their 10th Anniversary Dinner. The West Kimberley Clontarf Academy is an innovative and 

successful educational organisation which was established in 2006 and has developed from strength to 

strength. We are very fortunate to have them at our College, being one of two sites based in Broome. To 

retain and engage Aboriginal boys in the school system, the Academy staff offer leadership programs and 

integrated employment opportunities. Congratulations and thank you to their staff who do a fantastic job 

in working in partnership with our College, in particular to Jack Reagan and Slade Sibosado who have built 

a wonderful rapport with our staff , students and families 
 

ANZAC DAY - ANZAC Day, 25 April, is one of Australia’s most important national occasions. It marks the    

anniversary of the first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First 

World War. Australians recognise 25 April as a day of national remembrance. St Mary’s College will be rep-

resented at the Dawn Service ceremony at Bedford Park on this day by our College SRC members who will 

lay a wreath in memory of all men and women who have served and sacrificed their lives for our country.       

Students from K-12 will also commemorate ANZAC Day in a special ceremony to be held on the Primary 

campus on Wednesday 27 April.     
  

Interim Reports - Interim reports will be posted home over the holidays for Year 7-12 students. The interim 

reports will provide valuable feedback on each student’s progress in all courses. On Tuesday May 3, Week 

2 of Term 2 there will be Parent/Student/Teacher interviews held on the secondary campus between 

2.30pm and 7.00pm. I encourage all parents to book an appointment with each of your child’s teachers to 

discuss their progress in each class.  
    

Staff – Please continue to keep Mr Prince in your prayers as he recovers from a recent neck injury. Mr Prince 

is now out of hospital and recovering with family in Perth before returning to Broome for a further period of 

recovery.  At the end of this term, we will say farewell to Miss Chelsey Higgs and Mrs Pat Ignacio. We   sin-

cerely thank Chelsey for her great dedication to our students learning in the areas of Dance, Drama and 

English throughout Term 1. We also sincerely thank Pat for her great dedication and efforts to help in deliv-

ering quality food and friendly service to our students and staff in the school canteen.     
 

Student Free Days – A reminder that next Thursday April 7 will be the final day of Term for students due to a 

Staff Retreat Day next Friday. All students will return in Term 2 on Wednesday April 27 due to a Staff           

Professional Learning Day on Tuesday 26 April.    



Caritas Fundraising 

We have had spectacular CARITAS Fundraising events on Primary. We were extremely blessed to have 

such magnificent contributions from our families. Thank you for you support in making this such a successful 

fundraiser for people in need. 
 

Resurrection 

Celebrating the special time after Easter in the Church is a precious time to celebrate the Resurrection of 

Jesus. This time is filled with the light of Christ and hope. It is when the church moves from a time of sadness 

to happiness. It is the time from Easter to Pentecost, it is the forty days that Jesus was on Earth. 
  

College Choir & Drama Club 

Our College Choir did a wonderful job throughout Holy Week commencing with leading the Palm Sunday 

Vigil at the Parish and then opening the Easter Reflection and Stations of the Cross. They sounded fabulous 

thanks to the gifts, talents and dedication of Tania McKenna, supported by Rebecca Laird. Our Drama 

Club read beautifully at the Easter Reflection and then performed the Stations of the Cross so reverently in 

a powerful manner on Holy Thursday. The work and commitment from Emily Fryer at these events was ex-

tremely evident and an asset to our campus. Thanks also to Miss Josie Mazzulla who was pivitol in support-

ing the Drama Club. It is brilliant to be able to witness the Arts being represented and supported so well for 

our little people and allowing them to shine. 
 

Interschool Swimming 

Last fortnight our Interschool Swimming Team represented SMC at the BRAC against other Primary Schools 

in the West Kimberley. This impressive team took home the win with loads of stand out performances. A 

huge thanks to Mr Ed for his efforts with the Carnival and training and to Miss Ebonee for her support on the 

day. It was fabulous to see such support from our parent body too on the day. Congratulations SMC swim 

team  and coach. 
 

P&F Meeting 

On Tuesday 5th April there will be a P&F Meeting in the Primary Staffroom at 7pm. Please come along and 

be involved in being a voice for parents to support our school community. It is a wonderful way to support 

our terrific College. 
 

P&F Disco 

This Friday is our first P&F Disco for the term. It is a wonderful community event and the students have a 

amazing time. A huge thanks to Nat Giancono, her team of helpers and all parents who have offered sup-

port. These events are simply not manageable without our supportive parents. It is so worth all the work it to 

see what a fabulous time the students have. 
 

Compulsory Parent Meetings 

Teachers have been contacting parents to arrange meetings to discuss your child’s learning and needs. 

These meetings are important and we need to see all families as they allow important conversation about 

how we can all work together to support your child. If you haven’t made a time to see your child’s class-

room teacher please do so as soon as possible.  
 

Swimming lessons 2016 

As mentioned last fortnight, our fabulous Mr Ed has managed to overcome some hurdles and has arranged 

for Swimming lessons to happen in Term Two! We are super excited and so relieved that our students will be 

able to access this opportunity that we have been so sad about missing out on! Further information will be 

provided to families in Term Two, however it appears that these lessons will be from years 1-4 during the lat-

er part of Term Two. 
 

Anzac Day Liturgy 

On Wednesday 27th April we will be have a Liturgy for Anzac Day. Students will come together in the Prima-

ry Undercover at 8:10am to remember Anzac Day and commemorate this important day in Australia’s his-

tory. We encourage all families to join us. 
 

Thanks for a great fortnight, have a fabulous last week and a blessed and safe holidays with your families. 
 

FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 



PRIMARY INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

THE ST. MARY’S COLLEGE PRIMARY INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING TEAM WERE ONCE AGAIN CROWNED           

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CHAMPIONS FOR 2016! What a fantastic effort by this team to claim the crown 

for the second year running. The team had been working extremely hard at our early morning training 

sessions throughout the term and this dedication and commitment really paid off on the day.  

We got off to a fantastic start on the day and led from the very beginning. Roebuck Primary did surge at 

us late in the day but our relay teams were like a well-oiled machine and once again helped bring home 

the silverware for St. Mary’s College. Just like in 2015, we set a new West Kimberley record in the Grand 

Relay and what a race it was, with the whole crowd really getting behind the swimmers in the final event 

of the day.  

The benefit of having the chance to train for the relays and fine tune our techniques at the early morning 

training sessions cannot be underestimated; the competitors should be extremely proud of the way they 

prepared for this carnival and it was fitting that all of their hard work paid off. Every single person in the 

team contributed towards the victory and they should all be congratulated! 

From the start of the term the early morning training sessions were attracting upwards of 80 students – an 

incredible number which reveals the passion and enthusiasm that the St. Mary’s College Primary students 

have for swimming and physical activity! These training sessions would not be possible without the help of 

the teachers who get up early to supervise and also the canteen staff and helpers who feed the hungry 

students a delicious breakfast when they return to school - a massive thank you to Miss Rebecca Laird, 

Miss Ebonee Hutchinson-Brown, Miss Brooke Whyte, Miss Phillippa Mitchell, Miss Hannah Davies, Mrs Gina 

Hailes, Mr. Yoshi Hunter, Miss Joselyn Taylor, Mrs Natalie Newton, Miss Gina Grant, Holly Newton, Tiaan Cox, 

Imogen Newton, and Kody Cox. A massive congratulations to every member of this champion team for 

such a fantastic effort! Also, congratulations to the following students who also won medals for being 

champions in their age group. 

Here are the final points for 

the day: 

St Mary's – 398.5 
RPS – 344 
BPS – 252 
NBPS – 244 
CBPS – 158.5 
DDHS – 63 
 

Student Age Group Medal 

Molly Bowd Year 3 Girls Runner Up 

Lachlan Famlonga Year 3 Boys Runner Up 

Safie Matthews Year 4 Girls Runner Up 

Jai Bowd Year 4 Boys Runner Up 

Rachel Wilson Year 5 Girls Runner Up 

Demi Bowd Year 6 Girls Runner Up 

Nathan Ralph Year 6 Boys Champion 



SECONDARY INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

SMC swam tirelessly to try to bring home the crown but were relegated to 2nd place again. The students           

represented themselves and the school with a great deal of pride. Standout individual performances 

were as follows:  

  

U/13 girls Runner up: Shanessa Leak 

U/13 boys Champion: Cooper Matthews 

U/14 boys Champion: Daniel Ralph 

U/15 girls Runner up: Breeya Stan-Mcpherson 

U/16 girls Runner up: Charliesha Mung 

U/16 boys Champion: Max Healey 



 

 

 

 

 

Parenting WA – Tuning in to Kids: 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 

For parents of aged 3 to 9 years - 6 sessions 

When:   Wednesdays, 4th May – 8th June, 2016 
Time:   9.00am – 12.00pm  
Cost:   Free, including crèche and refreshments 
Where:   Broome CIRCLE,  cnr Frederick St. and Weld St. 
For more information, please contact: 

Department of Local Government and Communities 

Parenting WA – Tamara Austin 

Tel: 0437 055 192  

Email: tamara.austin@dlgc.wa.gov.au  

ATTENTION YEAR 11& 12            

STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 
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 Maths is changing at St Mary’s College 

The traditional model of teaching Maths is being turned on its head!  In the past, schools have tried to 

teach the same topic to all students at the same time - all Year 7 students do Year 7 Algebra together, 

for example. The problem with this is that not all Year 7 students are ready for Year 7 Algebra at the 

same time. Some students have gaps in earlier grades that need patching up, and other students need 

to be extended academically. 

In line with the St Mary’s approach to personalised learning, the Maths department is adopting a new, 

better way of teaching, with the help of an online system called Maths Pathway (mathspathway.com). 

In this model, every student in the class works on the Maths that is exactly right for them. This means that 

some students will be doing Grade 5 work, others will be doing Year 7 work, and the teacher has the 

tools necessary to support them all. 

Currently, staff are undergoing training, to ensure the smooth implementation of the program.  At the 

start of Term 2 all Year 7 and Pathways students will be undertaking the Maths Pathways program.   

Other schools that have adopted this system have seen dramatic improvements in their students' growth 

- meaning that even if a child starts off behind, they can now catch up to their peers, and that students 

who are already ahead don't get bored. 

For more information, visit http://tinyurl.com/mpparents or please feel free to contact me at the Col-

lege. 

Ms Sally 

Mathematics Learning Area Coordinator 

UNIFORM SHOP TERM 2 

 

Please note the Uniform Shop will be closed on Monday 25th April, 

but open on Tuesday 26th April from 7.30am – 10am.  
 

Primary Polos size 6, 8,10 &12 have arrived!! We apologise for the 

delay, and we are pleased these are now back in stock. 
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